
australian wine grape production
projections to 2007-08

abare research report  06.4  

Wayne Gordon

june 2006

abare

ab
ar

e
w

w
w

.a
ba

re
co

no
m

ic
s.

co
m



wine grape projections to 2007-08         abare research report  06.4

© Commonwealth of Australia 2006

This work is copyright. The Copyright Act 1968 permits fair dealing for 
study, research, news reporting, criticism or review. Selected passages, 
tables or diagrams may be reproduced for such purposes provided 
acknowledgment of the source is included. Major extracts or the entire 
document may not be reproduced by any process without the written 
permission of the Executive Director, ABARE.

ISSN 1037-8286
ISBN 1 920925 58 9

Gordon, W. 2006, Australian Wine Grape Production projections 2007-
08, ABARE Research Report 06.4 Prepared for the Grape and Wine 
Research and Development Corporation, Canberra, June

Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics
GPO Box 1563 Canberra 2601

Telephone  +61 2 6272 2000 Facsimile  +61 2 6272 2001
Internet  www.abareconomics.com

ABARE is a professionally independent government economic research 
agency.

ABARE project 2846



iii

wine grape projections to 2007-08         abare research report  06.4

foreword

The Grape and Wine Research and Development Corporation commis-
sioned ABARE to produce wine grape production projections for the three 
years 2005-06 to 2007-08.

Intake estimates are based on the National Utilisation Project coordinated 
by the Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation. All wineries across the 
fi ve major wine producing states were included in the study. This report 
provides a tool for both wine grape producers and wine makers to assist 
them with their production programs and to anticipate grape supply avail-
ability, by variety. The actual production and winery intake in the projection 
years can be expected to differ from the production and intake estimates 
presented here because of variability in seasons and changes in world 
supply and demand factors.

Findings from the production and intake studies were used as a basis for 
estimation of the wine industry position, presented at the 2005 National 
Wine Grape Outlook Conference in Mildura in November 2005 and 
state industry supply workshops.

BRIAN S. FISHER

Executive Director

June 2006
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summary

In this report, estimates are presented of wine grape production in 2004-
05 and projections of production for the years 2005-06 to 2007-08. 
Production estimates are made for the fi fteen major wine grape producing 
regions across Australia and the twenty-four specialist wine grape varieties, 
as well as multipurpose grapes and minor varieties.

wine grape production, 2004-05

Wine grape production in 2004-05 is estimated to have increased by 
1 per cent from the previous record harvest of 2003-04, to almost 1.94 
million tonnes. Production of red varieties outstripped production of white 
varieties for the fi fth consecutive year.

wine grape production, 2005-06 to 2007-08

Wine grape production is forecast to decline slightly in 2005-06 to 1.92 
million tonnes. This forecast assumes slightly above average wine grape 
yields of just over 12 tonnes per hectare. How close the yields are to the 
estimated average will vary from region to region depending on seasonal 

production of key varieties of wine grapes

 2004-05 e 2005-06 f 2006-07 z 2007-08 z

 kt kt kt kt
Premium white 
Chardonnay 415 435 457 494
Sauvignon blanc 44  37 37 41
Semillon 101  97 94 94
Other 174  167 163 164
Total 734 736 751 793

Nonpremium white  10 12 11 10

Premium red
Cabernet sauvignon 308 305 293 284
Merlot 146 133 129 129
Shiraz 446 438 435 448
Other 107 105 98 93
Total 1 007 981 955 954

Nonpremium red 35 37 35 32

Total 1 937 1 921 1 902 1 936

e Estimated. f Forecast. z Projected.
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conditions leading up to and during harvest. Bearing areas are estimated 
to have grown by 5 per cent in 2004-05 to 153 000 hectares.

Industry feedback on the 2005-06 wine grape harvest suggests that 
the Big Rivers region (particularly the New South Wales Riverina) could 
produce at least as much as in 2004-05, while in many other regions 
production is estimated to decline. The decline in output is likely to refl ect 
factors such as yields being more in line with the longer term average and 
production left on the vine. The latter possibility was not taken into account 
when estimating production for the years 2005-06 to 2007-08.

It is estimated that over 58 000 tonnes of grapes were left on the vine or 
dropped in 2004-05 (see chapter 2). Given that prices in 2005-06 have 
been lower than in 2004-05, the amount left on the vine in 2005-06 may 
again be signifi cant.

Production of premium red wine grapes is projected to decline by around 
5 per cent between 2004-05 and 2007-08, to 954 000 tonnes. Although 
there were new plantings of premium red grapes in 2004-05, these plant-
ings will not contribute to additional production over the outlook period. 
Production of shiraz is projected to fl uctuate between 440 000 and 
450 000 tonnes, while production of cabernet sauvignon is expected to 
decline to 284 000 tonnes in 2007-08 as a result of a lower bearing area.

Premium white wine grape production is projected to increase by 8 per 
cent to 793 000 tonnes between 2004-05 and 2007-08. With char-
donnay plantings remaining strong, production of that variety is projected to 
rise by 19 per cent from 415 000 tonnes in 2004-05 to 494 000 tonnes 
in 2007-08, overtaking shiraz as Australia’s most produced variety.

High and low yield scenarios, based on historical variation, have been 
used to generate a range of production levels for the projection period. 
Based on this sensitivity analysis, total wine grape production in 2006-07 
could range between 1.7 million tonnes and 2.1 million tonnes. Further-
more, production in 2007-08 could be between 1.7 million tonnes and 2.2 
million tonnes.

Over the period 2005-06 to 2007-08, production in South Australia (the 
dominant wine producing state) is projected to remain around current levels 
— 880 000 to 890 000 tonnes. Growth in production is expected to be 
strongest in Tasmania and the Limestone Coast region of South Australia, 
although Tasmania’s growth is from a much lower base.
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export performance, 2004-05

In 2004-05, Australian exports of wine increased by 14 per cent to 
661 million litres. The United Kingdom remained the largest destination, 
accounting for around 35 per cent of total Australian wine exports, by 
value. The second largest destination was the United States (33 per cent). 
Export unit values fell in all fi ve major export destinations for Australian 
wine (the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, New Zealand and 
Germany).

Over the short to medium term, further concentration of Australian export 
sales is expected to occur, increasing the reliance on the US and UK 
markets. In the short term, the most notable expected change is an orien-
tation toward bulk wine sales. In 2005-06, total exports are estimated 
to increase to around 750 million litres, with a value of $2.9 billion. Unit 
values are expected to continue to ease, down 7 per cent to $3.88 a 
litre. This decline in unit values is largely the result of the continued strength 
of the bulk wine category in overall table wine shipments, which is up an 
estimated 48 per cent in volume terms from 2004-05. Bottling of product 
in destination markets and the shifting of relatively high inventories of wine 
following years of above average wine grape production have contributed 
to growth in the bulk segment of the market.

In the medium term, exports of Australian wine are forecast to continue to 
grow, albeit not at the high rates experienced over the past decade. In the 
period to 2007-08, wine shipments are projected to increase by 14 per 
cent a year to just below one billion litres. However, unit values are forecast 
to decline over this period by around 7 per cent to $3.66 a litre.
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introduction – projections to 
2007-08
Over the past decade the Australian wine industry has transformed from a predominantly 
domestic focus to a dynamic export oriented industry. The focus on export markets for 
industry growth increases the exposure of Australian wine makers and grape growers to 
changes in international market conditions.

Changing world market conditions and intensifi ed competition, both international and 
domestic, has tightened margins and lowered wine grape prices at the vineyard gate over 
recent years. These lower prices have caused industry stakeholders to re-evaluate future 
returns on a region and variety basis. Crucial to the assessment of the industry position 
currently and into the future is transparent and accurate forecasts of production on a region 
and variety basis.

ABARE has been producing projections of Australian wine grape production since 1988 for 
the Grape and Wine Research and Development Corporation and its predecessor. ABARE’s 
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Big Rivers
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report Australian Wine Grape Production Projections continues to be the fi rst comprehensive 
set of intake and production forecasts on a variety and region basis for the fi nancial year.

In this study, estimates are presented for the 2004-05 vintage together with production 
forecasts for 2005-06, 2006-07 and 2007-08. Also included in this report are estimates 
of winery intake, by variety, from the 2004-05 harvest. Data are presented for twenty-four 
specialist wine grape varieties. Multipurpose (muscat gordo blanco, sultana and waltham 
cross) and minor varieties are reported as two separate groups. Advice from industry experts 
was sought for the yields used in this study. Additional analysis is provided using histori-
cally high and low yields to show the sensitivity of production estimates to seasonal varia-
tion. Separate estimates for production in warm climate and cool climate regions are also 
presented, along with analysis of trends in areas planted and nonbearing areas.

Production projections are included for all states (map 1). In previous years, regional esti-
mates and forecasts were presented using traditional grape growing area boundaries. These 
regions were a composition of statistical local areas as defi ned by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS). More recently, the ABS and National Utilisation Project (NUP) survey have 
adopted the Geographical Indication (GI) regions as a basis for collection and analysis of 
production, price and other industry data. As a result, ABARE has adopted these regional 
classifi cations for this study.
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review of industry growth and 
development, 2004-05
An above average harvest of around 1.94 million tonnes of wine grapes in 2004-05 
following on from a similar sized crop in 2003-04 has increased current wine holdings 
by wine makers and added to the already existing supply pressures in the Australian wine 
sector (fi gure A). This above average vintage, together with slower export growth in 2004-
05 and above average production in other ‘new world’ wine producing countries (Argen-
tina, Australia, Chile, New Zealand, South Africa and the United States) is expected to 
place further downward pressure on returns for Australian wine exports. Such issues as retail 
consolidation, discounting and a continued strong Australian dollar against the UK pound 
and US dollar are expected to remain challenges in the short term. As a consequence, 
domestic wine grape prices are expected to remain low into 2006.

It is estimated that bearing areas in Australia in 2004-05 increased by less than 5 per cent 
from areas in the previous year, to 153 000 hectares. Despite a small decline in red wine 
grape production, total Australian production of 
wine grapes increased to 1.94 million tonnes in 
2004-05, 2 per cent higher than the (previous) 
record vintage in 2003-04 (table 1).

Despite wine makers taking in a record harvest 
in 2004-05, an estimated 4900 hectares 
of grapes were left unharvested or grapes 
dropped on the ground. Using average yields, 
the expected production from this area is esti-
mated at around 58 700 tonnes or 3 per cent 
of the total production of grapes in Australia 
(table 2). A higher percentage of red grapes 
were unharvested, particularly in Western 

1 wine grape production – Australia

  1999-2000 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05

Total bearing area  ‘000 ha 94 111 136 140 146 153

Wine grape production
Red kt 538 795 911 804 1 093 1 071
White kt 437 498 576 519 683 773
Multipurpose kt 154 129 120 88 119 94

Total  kt 1 129 1 422  1 606 1 411 1 895 1 937

Sources: ABS (2005, 2006); Australian Wine Export Council (2005); Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation (2005).

2

A wine grape production

1000

500

1500

1963 1972 1981 200819991990

kt
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Australia and the Hunter Valley district of New South Wales — 10 per cent and 9 per cent of 
total red grape production in each state respectively. The Murray Valley of Victoria was esti-
mated to have the largest tonnage of unharvested or lost grapes, at around 18 400 tonnes.

Despite continued easing of returns to wine grapes, planting continues in all states of 
Australia. As a whole, 5900 hectares of new vines are estimated to have been planted in 
2004-05, an increase of around 2 per cent from the previous year (table 3).

Plantings of white wine varieties have outstripped plantings of red wine varieties in recent 
years. This shift refl ects an increase in the area dedicated to chardonnay, with around 42 
per cent of new plantings and just below 70 per cent of total white wine grape plantings 
accounted for by this variety. Areas planted to shiraz were also up by just under 10 per cent 
in 2004-05, accounting for around 70 per cent of total premium red grape plantings. The 
lower rate of new plantings compared with earlier this decade refl ect expectations of lower 
returns to wine grape growing in the medium term — expected plantings are expected to 
ease to under 2500 hectares in 2005-06 (ABS 2006).

On a regional basis, there were fewer new plantings in cool climate areas — down 17 per 
cent on the previous year — with plantings in warm inland regions remaining around last 

2 grapes left on the vine or dropped on the ground, 2004-05

 red grapes white grapes

 ha t/ha  tonnes e ha t/ha tonnes e
South Australia
Barossa Valley * 117 8 984 62 11 705
Mt Lofty Ranges * 131 7 861 33 10 317
Fleurieu* 411 10 3 946 65 12 776
Limestone Coast * 111 7 761 8 10 86
Lower Murray 314 20 6 225 149 24 3 578
Other 11 8 84 1 6 3

Total 1 095 12 12 860 317 17 5 465

New South Wales
Hunter Valley* 147 4 649 66 6 398
Big Rivers 51 15 764 37 18 653
Big Rivers – Murray Valley 162 20 3 231 105 24 2 518
Rest of NSW * 286 8 2 380 90 10 946

Total 646 11 7 023 299 15 4 516

Victoria
Murray Valley – Victoria 528 17 9 165 406 23 9 204
Rest of Victoria * 470 7 3 053 134 8 1 098

Total 998 12 12 218 541 19 10 302

Western Australia * 691 6 4 390 95 8 797
Tasmania * 14 6 81 13 7 92
Queensland * 127 5 656 47 6 291

Total 3 570 10 37 228 1 312 16 21 463

* Cool climate regions. e ABARE estimate.
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year’s level, at 3070 hectares. Despite plantings in warm climate regions remaining relatively 
unchanged, new red wine grape plantings continued to dominate the growth in plantings, 
increasing by 53 per cent from the previous year. This increase was driven primarily by 
shiraz plantings in the Murray Valley of Victoria and the NSW Riverina (Big Rivers region).

In 2004-05, grubbings of grape areas increased by 18 per cent from the previous year, 
with around 4300 hectares removed (table 4). Most notable were premium red wine grape 
areas with removals of cabernet sauvignon the highest over all varieties — at around 770 
hectares or 18 per cent of total removals.

Taking into account both new plantings and removals in 2004-05, total areas dedicated to 
white grape varieties continued to grow in aggregate (fi gure B). From a regional perspec-
tive, total areas in cool climate regions dedi-
cated to white grape varieties increased overall, 
while red variety areas remained around those 
of the previous year. In 2004-05, the most 
signifi cant additions to total area planted in 
these regions were chardonnay and shiraz. In 
net terms, areas dedicated to these two varieties 
increased by 484 hectares and 337 hectares 
respectively. In warm climate regions, the overall 
area planted declined by around 200 hectares. 
While areas allocated to white grape varieties 
increased by 700 hectares, areas allocated to 
red grapes declined by around 900 hectares. 
Total area declined for both cabernet sauvignon 

3 annual plantings of key varieties – Australia

 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05

 ha ha ha ha ha
Premium white varieties
Chardonnay 573 1 930 2 593 2 383 2 477
Semillon 73 97 111 134 63
Riesling 144 248 160 174 147

Total premium white 1 114 2 655 3 210 3 147 3 341

Total white 2 048 2 664 3 223 3 609 3 606

Premium red varieties
Cabernet sauvignon 1 634 752 344 231 272
Merlot 658 472 286 166 164
Shiraz 2 259 1 331 1 103 1 318 1 449

Total premium red 5 393 2 988 1 911 1 841 2 067

Total red 6 014 3 433 2 329 2 199 2 306

Total wine grapes 8 062 6 097 5 552 5 808 5 912

B net plantings of premium wine 
grapes

3000

1000

2000

4000

ha
2004
-05

2003
-04

2002
-03
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-02

2000
-01

red varieties
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and ruby cabernet, decreasing by 690 hectares 
and 350 hectares respectively. The overall area 
dedicated to shiraz increased by 485 hectares 
in 2004-05.

In total, there were an estimated 13 500 
hectares of nonbearing vines in 2004-05, 
representing around 8 per cent of the total 
area planted (fi gure C). The nonbearing area 
as a percentage of the total area planted 
varied considerably between states. Of the 6 
states, Tasmania continued to have the greatest 
proportion of nonbearing vines, at around 29 
per cent of the total planted area. In contrast, 
South Australia had the lowest proportion of 
nonbearing vines to total area planted, at 7 per cent. However, South Australia accounts for 
around 39 per cent of the area of nonbearing vines in Australia.

wine grape prices

Australian wine grape prices fell further across most varieties in 2004-05, refl ecting the 
infl uence of signifi cant inventories held by wine makers from the previous year. Most notable 
was the fall in white wine grape prices, particularly that of chardonnay. For example, the 
warm climate regions of Riverina, Murray Valley and the Lower Murray reported an average 
decline of around 25 per cent in prices paid for chardonnay from the previous year, the fi rst 

4 annual grubbings of key varieties – Australia

 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05

 ha ha ha ha ha
Premium white varieties
Chardonnay 322 470 325 373 454
Semillon 210 181 190 190 176
Reisling 105 65 62 92 107

Total premium white 929 971 765 866 1 004

Total white 2 225 1980 1 854 1 814 1 877
 

Premium red varieties
Cabernet sauvignon 221 243 321 402 766
Merlot 95 70 90 161 217
Shiraz 307 226 225 344 481

Total premium red 757 687 1 037 1 479 1 967

Total red 1 090 1 015 1 317 1 812 2 394

Total wine grapes 3 315 2 995 3 171 3 627 4 271

C wine grape areas
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decline in the price for that variety since 2000. 
Of the other major varieties, prices paid for both 
cabernet sauvignon and shiraz also eased; 
however, the largest declines were in the cooler 
climate regions of New South Wales and 
Victoria. For example, prices paid for cabernet 
sauvignon and shiraz on average declined of 
37 per cent and 27 per cent respectively from 
the previous year

The Australian weighted indicator price for 
wine grapes declined by around 16 per cent in 
2004-05. Prices for white wine grapes declined 
by 19 per cent from the previous year to $542 
a tonne, while those for red wine grapes 
declined by a further 15 per cent to average around $424 a tonne in 2004-05 (fi gure D).

D weighted indicator wine grape 
prices
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method of analysis

The calculation of projected wine grape production was based mainly on data from the 
following sources:

> National Utilisation Project (Australian regional wine grape utilisation and pricing 
survey), coordinated by the Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation

> Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) viticulture census

> Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) winery survey

> estimates of yields, by region and variety, provided by industry experts.

data used

The ABS viticulture census provides data, by Geographical Indications region and variety, 
on production, bearing areas and new plantings. It also provides data on intended plant-
ings and on areas of wine grapes grubbed, by variety, both of which have been used in this 
study.

The ABS winery survey provides estimates of wine grapes crushed by all wineries that 
crushed at least 50 tonnes a year — red and white grapes only. This survey is accepted by 
the wine industry as the fi nal estimate for total Australian production each year. However, the 
estimated crush is consistently higher than the production estimates reported by the ABS in its 
viticulture census.

The National Utilisation Project (NUP) reports crush data by region and variety. The NUP 
intake data were adjusted by ABARE for regional nonresponse. This adjustment is based, in 
part, on followup phone contact with all wineries that did not respond to the NUP survey that 
crushed more than 100 tonnes. Historically, this 
adjusted NUP intake estimate has more closely 
refl ected the estimate provided by the ABS 
winery survey. The adjusted NUP estimate is thus 
used as an industry benchmark for wine grape 
production, by region and variety, in Australia. 
In 2004-05, the intake estimate is around 7 
per cent higher than the production estimate 
reported by ABS viticulture census (fi gure E).

However, the NUP data do not contain any 
information on bearing, nonbearing, new plant-
ings or removal of wine grapes, by region or 
variety. Consistent production and area esti-

E comparison of ABS production 
and NUP intake data

1000

500

1500

kt

other

multipurpose

premium white

premium red

NUPABS

3
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mates needed for the forecasting task were obtained by adjusting the data from the NUP 
and the ABS viticulture census.

The fi rst step in this process was to adjust ABS production data to refl ect the National 
Utilisation Project intake. For most varieties, this resulted in an increase in production on that 
recorded by the ABS. However, for some varieties, the production recorded by the ABS 
exceeded the intake reported by the National Utilisation Project. In such instances, the latter 
intake fi gure was adjusted upwards, with corresponding proportional reductions in the intake 
fi gures for all the other varieties so that total wine grape production remained unchanged.

Production of multipurpose and minor variety grapes in 2004-05 was estimated using 
planned winery intake and apportioned across the regions based on 2004 ABS production 
estimates as well as the results of the 2005 National Utilisation Project.

The second step was to calculate the ratio of intake to production for each of the preceding 
four years. The results of these calculations were used to adjust estimates of area of new 
plantings, bearing area and area grubbed for each of the years 2000-01 to 2004-05.

projection procedure

The projection procedure employed in this study uses the following formula:

EQt = [BAt–1 + Pt-x – Gt–1] EYt 

where EQt is expected grape production during year t; BAt–1 is bearing area at the start of 
year t–1; Pt–x is area planted in year t–3 (in irrigated regions) or t–4 (in nonirrigated regions); 
Gt–1 is the area grubbed in year t–1; and EYt is the expected average grape yield per 
hectare in year t.

According to the above formula, projected wine grape production in 2005-06 is based 
on the 2004-05 bearing area plus the area of new plantings that are expected to reach 
commercial bearing in 2005-06 less the area grubbed in 2004-05 for 2005-06 multiplied 
by the expected yield. The total derived bearing area (BAt–1 + Pt–x – Gt–1) used to estimate 
production is calculated on a variety by region basis.

Industry experts provided the yields that were used in projecting production. Historical yield 
data and averages of the previous fi ve years were provided as base information to the 
industry experts for each of the regions. These experts then provided their own estimates of 
yield for the 2006 harvest and expected variations for each of the forecast years. Generally, 
the agreed yield refl ected the fi ve year average yield.

Historically high and low yields were also applied to the bearing areas to provide a range 
of forecast production. High and low yields were determined from historical data. These 
yields were then applied to the national derived bearing area for each variety to generate 
production estimates for low and high yielding years. The projections for multipurpose 
grapes and minor varieties are based on winery intake intentions during the projection 
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period. This assumes that the quantity of multipurpose grapes available for drying and for 
fresh table sales is a residual after winery demand for multipurpose grapes is met.

projections of wine grape intake

The projections of wine grape intake from 2005-06 to 2007-08 were based on surveys of 
Australian wine makers. To minimise respondent burden, each year ABARE collaborates with 
the National Utilisation Project of the Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation. This project 
was set up to coordinate the Australian Regional Winegrape Utilisation and Pricing Surveys 
(ARWUPS). The project was fi rst undertaken in 1999 when the ARWUPS replaced the many 
regional utilisation and pricing surveys that were previously undertaken, and the annual 
ABARE winery intake survey.

Survey questionnaires were sent to all wineries that purchased grapes in New South Wales, 
Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. According to the 2005 viticulture census, 
these states accounted for more than 99 per cent of total wine grape production. Response 
rates were high in all states. However, for a minor proportion of the intake in some states, 
estimates of grapes crushed by nonrespondents were made.

Wine makers provide estimates of their intake for the 2004-05 harvest, as well as their 
expected and preferred intakes to the year 2009-10. Their expected intake was described 
as their current expectations of what their wine grape intake would be in total, including 
intake from their own vineyards, and from other growers based on contract commitments, 
both verbal and written.

According to the Australian and New Zealand Wine Industry Directory (Winetitles 2005), 
there were just under 1900 wineries in Australia in 2004-05, up 6 per cent from the previous 
year. The top 22 wine companies accounted for around 85 per cent of national production 
in 2003-04.

Expected intake will, to some extent, refl ect wine makers’ expectations about future 
constraints on the supplies of different grape varieties. Wine makers were also asked to state 
their preferred intake of the grape varieties that would best match their ideal production mix. 
Both measures would take into account projected growth in demand and any restrictions in 
the area of capital equipment and inventory expansion, but preferred intake would not take 
into account any commitments or constraints on grape supply.
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wine grape intake in 2004-05 
and projections to 2007-08
The 2004-05 season was characterised by mild and steady temperatures with an absence 
of prolonged hot spells during the summer months. Throughout the season, warm days and 
cool nights allowed strong development of varietal characteristics in both red and white 
varieties. Winter rainfall was adequate in most regions, with timely rains in the early part 
of ripening serving to improve fruit quality. A drier end to the ripening period accelerated 
the fi nish of the season, with such conditions favoring whites moreso than reds. These mild 
conditions and well spaced rainfall culminated in disease free conditions for the majority of 
the crop. The exception to these favorable conditions were parts of New South Wales and 
north eastern Victoria where heavy summer rainfalls led to some minor damage. In addition, 
some early winter weather in Western Australia resulted in some split fruit and botrytis in red 
wine grape varieties.

While conditions were close to ideal with little stress on vines, yield outcomes varied 
between major varieties and regions, with white wine grapes and warm inland production 
being favored. Varieties such as sauvignon blanc, riesling and semillon have benefi ted most. 
However, for red wine grapes the accelerated end to the season created some logistical 
challenges for harvesting and processing. This brought about weight loss through dehydra-
tion in the midseason varieties.

wine grape production, 2004-05

The Australian wine grape industry harvested an estimated record crop of nearly 1.94 million 
tonnes in 2004-05, around 1 per cent higher than the previous record vintage of 1.92 
million tonnes in 2003-04 (table 5).

This estimated increase in production was 
largely a result of a continuation in above 
average yields (almost 13 tonnes per hectare) 
and a moderate expansion in total bearing 
areas (around 5 per cent). Most notable was 
growth in chardonnay bearing areas, increasing 
to just over 26 000 hectares (table 6).

Production of premium red wine grapes 
declined by an estimated 4 per cent to 
around 1.0 million tonnes in 2004-05, but still 
accounted for over half of the national intake 
(fi gure F). This decline in production refl ected 

4
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5 estimated intake and projected production, by variety – Australia

  estimated projected
 estimated intake production  production

 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 kt kt kt kt kt
Premium white
Chardonnay 339 415 435 457 494
Chenin blanc 14 13 13 13 12
Colombard 73 83 81 77 78
Muscadelle 1 1 1 1 1
Pinot gris 2 4 3 4 4
Riesling 36 45 40 40 41
Sauvignon blanc 42 44 37 37 41
Semillon 104 101 97 94 94
Traminer 7 10 9 9 9
Verdelho 20 19 19 19 19

Total 638 734 736 751 793

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 2 2 3 2 2
Doradillo 4 2 3 3 2
Palomino 1 1 1 1 1
Trebbiano 7 5 5 5 4

Total 13 10 12 11 10

Premium red
Cabernet franc 6 4 7 6 6
Cabernet sauvignon 335 308 305 293 284
Malbec 3 3 4 4 4
Merlot 129 146 133 129 129
Petit verdot 23 25 25 24 23
Pinot noir 43 41 41 40 41
Ruby cabernet 34 34 29 24 19
Shiraz 473 446 438 435 448

Total 1 045 1 007 981 955 954

Nonpremium red
Grenache 25 26 24 22 21
Mataro 13 10 13 13 11

Total 38 35 37 35 32

Mulitpurpose 119 94 94 88 85
Minor varieties 65 57 62 62 63

Total wine grapes
Red 1 115 1 071 1 050 1 021 1 017
White  803 867 872 881 918

Total 1 918 1 937 1 921 1 902 1 936
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yields in 2004-05 that were around 4 per 
cent lower than in the 2003-04 season (at 
11.8 tonnes per hectare). Despite lower 
production, bearing areas continue to 
expand, with growth in the key varieties of 
shiraz and merlot. Bearing areas dedicated 
to cabernet sauvignon and ruby cabernet 
declined as producers continued to readjust 
vineyard planting profi les in 2004-05.

In contrast, production of premium white 
grapes increased in 2004-05 — by 15 
per cent to 734 000 tonnes. Production of 
chardonnay — the principal white variety 
produced, accounting for 57 per cent of 
the total intake of premium white varieties 
— increased by 22 per cent. This signifi cant 
increase can partially be explained by the 
increase in bearing area and the fact that 
the above average seasonal conditions in 
2004-05 appear to have favored produc-
tion of white wine grape varieties in the 
warmer climate regions, where over two-
thirds of Australia’s chardonnay is produced.

In comparison, production of other premium 
white varieties was more variable — for example, sauvignon blanc production increased by 
5 per cent while semillon production declined by 3 per cent. Production of riesling, which 
made up 6 per cent of total premium white production in 2004-05, increased by 25 per 
cent, yielding around 11.4 tonnes to the hectare.

Intake of multipurpose grapes declined by 11 per cent in 2004-05, to 94 000 tonnes. In 
part, this fall can be attributed to lower overall bearing areas, particularly of sultana. This 
downward trend is the result of the recent resurgence in chardonnay plantings in response 
to more favorable prices for premium white wine. Such trends are expected to continue 
as growers continue to move away from multipurpose grapes to grapes specifi c to wine 
making. Intake of minor varieties fell by 12 per cent in 2004-05, to 57 000 tonnes.

From 1996-97 to 2004-05, the total area of bearing vines is estimated to have more 
than doubled to 153 000 hectares. Increased demand for red wine, driven by changing 
consumer preferences, fl owed through to higher red wine grape prices, which encouraged 
extensive growth in areas dedicated to premium red wine grapes. However, signifi cant 
reductions in red wine grape prices since their peak in 1998-99 and relatively higher prices 
for premium white wine grapes, principally chardonnay, provided an impetus to plant white 
wine grapes. As previously mentioned, downward pressure on prices for premium white wine 
grape varieties have in part led to a reduction in new plantings overall.

6 wine grape bearing areas, selected 
varieties – Australia

 estimated  projected

 2004 2005 2006 2007
 -05 -06 -07 -08

 ’000 ha ’000 ha ’000 ha ’000 ha
Premium white
Chardonnay 26.17 28.09 30.50 32.56
Pinot gris 0.32 0.33 0.39 0.42
Riesling 4.13 4.32 4.42 4.55
Sauvignon blanc 3.35 3.39 3.46 3.73
Semillon 6.13 6.08 6.04 5.98

Total 46.18 48.39 51.04 53.45

Nonpremium white 0.76 0.69 0.62 0.58

Premium red
Cabernet sauvignon 29.94 30.41 30.25 29.64
Merlot 10.87 11.26 11.41 11.48
Pinot noir 4.54 4.72 4.75 4.79
Ruby cabernet 1.96 1.72 1.44 1.14
Shiraz 39.18 40.44 41.48 42.64

Total 89.52 91.62 92.35 92.57

Nonpremium red 3.30 3.28 3.16 2.96

Mulitpurpose 6.53 6.05 5.91 5.71
Minor varieties 6.71 7.01 7.29 7.45

Total 152.99 157.03 160.37 162.73
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production projections, 2005-06 to 2007-08

short term projections

Wine grape production in 2005-06 is forecast to fall only slightly to 1.92 million tonnes 
(table 5). This forecast is based on expected average to above average yields (around 
12.2 tonnes per hectare — 3 per cent lower than in 2004-05 but 3 per cent above average) 
and an estimated bearing area of 157 000 hectares. Good winter rainfall across most 
regions and favorable weather conditions during the growing period have fi rmed industry 
expectations for another above average harvest in the 2005-06 season.

The total bearing area of premium red varieties is forecast to expand by 2 per cent in 2005-
06, to account for 58 per cent of the total bearing area. The forecast 981 000 tonnes 
produced from this area is 3 per cent lower than production in 2004-05 (table 5). Shiraz 
is expected to continue its position as Australia’s highest tonnage variety in 2005-06, at 
438 000 tonnes. Cabernet sauvignon is forecast to remain the third highest tonnage variety, 
at 305 000 tonnes, behind chardonnay (435 000 tonnes). Merlot production is forecast to 
decline by 9 per cent to 133 000 tonnes in 2005-06, remaining the fourth largest tonnage 
variety. Production of pinot noir is forecast to remain at its 2004-05 level, around 41 000 
tonnes.

Production of premium white varieties is forecast to increase slightly to 736 000 tonnes in 
2005-06. Bearing area is projected to expand by 5 per cent on the previous year. Char-
donnay production is forecast to increase by 5 per cent, refl ecting an 8 per cent increase in 
bearing area but assumed lower yields (6 per cent) in warm climate regions. Semillon and 
riesling production is forecast to fall in 2005-06 — by 4 per cent and 11 per cent respec-
tively. Production of sauvignon blanc is forecast to decline by around 16 per cent in 2005-
06, driven by a decline of a similar magnitude in expected yields.

medium term projections

Assuming average yields over the period 
2006-07 to 2007-08 (just under 12 tonnes 
per hectare), total wine grape production is 
projected to remain relatively unchanged, at 
around 1.94 million tonnes by the end year 
(fi gure G). At the same time, bearing area is 
projected to expand to almost 163 000 hect-
ares (table 6).

Although aggregate production is expected 
remain around the 2004-05 level, production of 
red wine grapes is forecast to decline by around 
5 per cent over the period to 1.02 million tonnes 
(fi gure H). Production of premium red varieties is 
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projected to fall to 954 000 tonnes in 2007-08. 
In contrast, production of white wine grapes is 
expected to increase by 6 per cent to just under 
920 000 tonnes (table 5).

The overall decline in premium red production 
is a combination of assumed average yields 
and some reductions in bearing area (table 
6). Removals of ruby cabernet vines are most 
notable, with the area dedicated to this variety 
declining by 42 per cent over the projection 
period. Bearing areas of cabernet sauvignon, 
Australia’s third largest variety in volume terms, 
is also projected to decline slightly by 2007-08 
(down 1 per cent). This stabilisation of output 
refl ects the substantially lower plantings of red 
varieties that have occurred in the past half a 
decade.

On balance, the area dedicated to premium red 
wine grape production is expected to expand 
by around 3 per cent over the projection period. 
Bearing areas of shiraz are forecast to expand 
by 9 per cent, with production projected to be 
around 448 000 tonnes, continuing shiraz’s 
position as the dominant wine grape variety 
produced, with 47 per cent of total premium 
red wine grape production in 2007-08 (fi gure 
I). Production of merlot is projected to decline 
by 12 per cent over the projection period but 
to account for 13 per cent of total premium red 
wine grape production in 2007-08, similar to 
its share in 2004-05. Bearing areas of merlot 
are projected to increase by 5 per cent over the 
forecast period.

Nonpremium red grape production is projected 
to fall from 37 000 tonnes in 2005-06 to 
32 000 tonnes in 2007-08.

As previously mentioned, higher prices paid for 
white wine grapes relative to red wine grapes 
have encouraged an increase in white varietal 
plantings over the past fi ve years. Despite prices 
of white wine grapes declining in 2004-05, 
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new plantings of white varieties are still expected to outstrip plantings of red varieties. As a 
result, premium white grape production, predominately chardonnay, is projected to increase 
by 8 per cent to 793 000 tonnes in 2007-08 (fi gure J). Chardonnay production is expected 
to rise the most — up 19 per cent over the forecast period, to account for over 60 per cent 
of Australia’s premium white grape production. For the fi rst time since 2000, chardonnay 
is forecast to overtake shiraz as Australia’s most produced variety. Production of semillon is 
projected to fall, while production of other varieties is expected to fl uctuate around current 
levels.

projections, by state and region

Wine grapes are grown in all states of Australia. The tables in appendix A provide a 
detailed breakdown of production by variety and region.

Over the period 2005-06 to 2007-08, production in South Australia (the dominant wine 
producing state) is projected to remain around current levels, at 881 000 tonnes (table 7). 
Growth in production is expected to be strongest in Tasmania and the Limestone Coast 
region of South Australia, although the growth in Tasmania is from a much lower base.

projected production – cool and warm climate regions

Growth in cool climate bearing areas is expected to remain positive for premium red and 
premium white wine varieties — up 3 per cent and 7 per cent respectively by 2007-08. In 
warm climate regions, aggregate bearing areas are forecast to grow marginally. Despite 
overall areas increasing by only 2 per cent, white wine grape areas are forecast to grow 
by 8 per cent. The warm climate regions are projected to have the strongest growth (13 per 
cent) in premium white grape production from 2005-06 to 2007-08 (fi gure K). Areas dedi-
cated to chardonnay production are projected to grow by 18 per cent over the projection 
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period, with a corresponding 11 per cent growth in production. Production is forecast to 
grow at a more moderate pace than bearing areas as 2006-07 and 2007-08 are assumed 
to be years of average yields.

Production of premium red wine grapes is projected to become more evenly distributed 
between the warm and cool climate grape regions over the forecast period. This is the 
result of continuing growth in cool climate regions (up 3 per cent) and the reorientation 
toward production of premium white wine grapes in warm climate areas (fi gure L). The area 
planted to some premium red wine grapes in warm climate regions is projected to decline 
in the medium term — cabernet sauvignon, ruby cabernet and cabernet franc are forecast 
to decline by 3 per cent, 21 per cent and 23 per cent respectively. On the other hand, the 
area of shiraz is predicted to grow by 6 per cent by 2007-08.

estimates of production using high and low yield estimates

One of the key factors used in calculating projections of wine grape production is the yield 
of each variety within each region. Yields and quality vary considerably between varieties, 

7 specialist wine grape production, by region – Australia

 estimated  projected

 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 kt kt kt kt kt
South Australia
Barossa Valley * 87 103 93 95 96
Mt Lofty Ranges * 79 67 66 68 69
Fleurieu* 136 139 137 138 140
Limestone Coast * 172 121 126 131 134
Lower Murray 406 458 452 434 439
Other 6 3 3 3 3
Total 886 890 878 868 881

New South Wales
Hunter Valley* 36 25 29 29 29
Big Rivers 249 258 241 232 236
Big Rivers – Murray Valley 98 112 121 119 127
Rest of NSW * 81 76 79 81 82
Total 465 471 470 461 474

Victoria
Murray Valley 226 283 284 283 290
Rest of Victoria * 82 96 101 104 105
Total 308 378 385 387 395

Western Australia * 95 92 83 85 87

Tasmania * 8 7 8 8 9

Queensland * 5 6 5 5 5

Total specialist wine grapes 1 767 1 844 1 828 1 814 1 851

* Cool climate regions.
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and depend on vineyard management practices, the age structure of the vines and seasonal 
conditions from year to year. For example, yields of chardonnay have averaged as low as 
6 tonnes per hectare in a cool climate region in a low yielding year to as high as 10 tonnes 
per hectare in a high yielding year. In addition, factors such as late frosts, a dry spring, wet 
weather, hail and sunburn can also potentially cause signifi cant yield and quality losses.

High and low yields are reported at the national level only (table 8). Bearing areas that 
were used to estimate production with average yields have been multiplied by historically 
high and low yield factors to present upper and lower bounds for national wine grape 
production, by variety. For multipurpose and minor variety grapes, the winery intake fi gures 
were used. Using the upper and lower bounds for yields, total Australian production in 
2006-07 could be as high as 2.1 million tonnes or as low as 1.7 million tonnes (fi gure M). 

If the upper bound were to be achieved, such a 
level would create signifi cant challenges for the 
industry. These challenges may include a signifi -
cant proportion of many varieties of grapes 
left unharvested as a result of easing winery 
demand for additional fruit above current levels. 
In addition, wineries may have diffi culty in 
processing another well above average crop 
given current high levels of stocks. An increase 
in winery inventories would place additional 
downward pressure on wine grape prices in the 
short term.
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8 projected wine grape production with varying yields

 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08
 estimated low projected high low projected high

 kt kt kt kt kt kt kt
Premium white 
Chardonnay 435 401 457 507 419 494 530
Riesling 40 36 40 46 37 41 47
Semillon 97 83 94 106 83 94 105
Total 736 661 751 835 681 793 861

Nonpremium white  11.6 9 10 11 9 10 11

Premium red 
Cabernet sauvignon 305 265 293 335 264 284 334
Merlot 133 115 129 145 115 129 145
Shiraz 438 391 435 494 400 448 505
Total 981 855 955 1 081 862 954 1 090

Nonpremium red  37 31 35 39 31 32 39

Total wine grapes 1 921 1 686 1 902 2 132 1 716 1 936 2 169
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market trends

The future demand for Australian wine exports will be infl uenced by changes in the world 
economic environment and the impacts of these changes on income growth in wine 
consuming countries. In addition, the competitiveness of Australian wine exports on global 
markets will, in part, be determined by movements in the exchange rates between the Austra-
lian dollar and the currencies of other major wine exporting countries (see box 1).

box 1: macroeconomic conditions

Demand for Australian wine is a combination of consumer tastes and preferences, 
economic growth and the price competitiveness of Australian wine in destination 
markets.

The global economy experienced robust growth of around 4.6 per cent in 2005, 
despite signifi cant concerns about the impact of higher world oil prices. World 
economic growth is expected to remain similar in 2006.

In the world’s largest economy, the United States, the pace of economic expansion 
in 2006 in year average terms is expected to be around 3.5 per cent, similar to that 
achieved in 2005. As the US Federal Reserve has been tightening monetary policy to 
prevent a signifi cant increase in infl ationary pressures, economic growth in the United 
States is expected to slow to a level that is more consistent with its medium term poten-
tial of around 3.3 per cent by early 2007.

In China, economic growth is assumed to remain relatively strong at 9.5 per cent in 
2006. Investment and savings in China (as proportions of gross domestic product) are 
now looking more sustainable on a longer term basis.

While signs of economic improvements are emerging in Japan and western Europe, 
economic growth in these countries/regions is expected to be relatively modest in the 
short term. Refl ecting improved sentiment about future economic prospects, growth in 
Japan is assumed to be 2.9 per cent in 2006, compared with growth of 2.8 per cent 
in 2005.

The economies of western Europe are also vulnerable to higher oil prices and suffer 
from structural weakness. Economic growth in western Europe, assumed to be around 
2.0 per cent in 2006, is unlikely to increase signifi cantly in the short term.

continued …

5
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box 1: macroeconomic conditions   continued

In the principal economies of east and 
south east Asia, including Chinese 
Taipei, Thailand, Malaysia and 
Indonesia, economic performance is 
assumed to remain relatively robust 
in 2006. Continued strong economic 
growth in the United States and China 
is expected to provide support for 
economic performance in the region.

In other parts of the world, economic 
growth is expected to remain strong in 
Latin America and the Middle East. In 
other emerging markets, including the 
Russian Federation, the Ukraine and 
eastern Europe, economic activity is 
assumed to continue to strengthen in the short term.

economic prospects in australia

The outlook for the Australian economy remains positive. Refl ecting strong world 
demand for mineral resources, the Australian economy is expected to benefi t from 
higher commodity export earnings. While housing activity and growth in consumer 
spending could remain modest, business investment expenditure, especially in mineral 
resources related industries, is likely to rise more signifi cantly, providing support for 
growth in general economic activity.

Economic growth in Australia is assumed to be 2.5 per cent in 2005-06, before 
strengtheningto 3.25 per cent in 2006-07. Over the medium term, the Australian 
economy is assumed to grow at an 
average rate of around 3.3 per cent a 
year.

Exchange rate variations typically have 
a signifi cant effect on earnings from 
exports of wine. The relationship is 
most vividly illustrated in a comparison 
of movements in the US–Australian 
dollar exchange rate and Australian 
wine export unit returns over time. 
Although a range of other factors also 
infl uence wine export prices, the very 
strong inverse relationship between the 
exchange rate and unit returns highlights 
the overriding importance of the former. 
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trends in australian wine sales

In 2004-05, Australian wine sales rose by 9 per cent to just under 1.1 billion litres, with 
table wine accounting for 93 per cent of all wine sales (domestic and export; tables 9, 10). 
Around 36 per cent of total table wine sales in 2004-05 were in the domestic market. This 
compares with 67 per cent around a decade 
earlier (fi gure N).

In addition to the shift in the split between 
domestic and export sales of table wine, there 
has been a shift between red and white wine 
sales in both markets. Red wine as a proportion 
of table wine sales has increased from 33 per 
cent in 1995-96 to 56 per cent in 2004-05, 
with export markets accounting for the majority 
of this increase in volume, rising from 15 per cent 
to 41 per cent. In contrast, white table wine has 
not experienced such a dramatic change over 
the past decade. In 1995-96, the share of white 

N table wine sales

domestic white
21%

export white
23%

export red
41%

domestic red
15% 

domestic 
white
49%

export white
18%

export red
15%

domestic 
  red 18% 

2004-05
1011 ML

1995-96
363 ML

9         

 1996 199  1 99  1 999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
 -9  -9  -99 -2000 -01 -02 -03 -04 -05

 ML ML ML ML ML ML ML ML ML
 

Table wine 268.5 276.9 287.4 307.1 325.3 329.6 344.5 355.0 367.6
Dry red and rose 83.7 87.4 99.1 114.1 125.6 130.1 142.8 147.1 157.4
Dry white and sweet 184.9 189.5 188.3 193.0 199.8 199.5 201.6 208.0 210.1
Sparkling wine 32.1 31.1 32.6 32.6 30.7 29.4 31.6 34.7 38.4
Bottle fermented 22.9 22.3 20.3 18.2 16.7 17.4 23.0 21.6 23.0
Bulk 9.2 8.8 12.3 14.4 14.0 12.0 8.6 13.1 15.4
Carbonated wine 3.4 3.2 1.4 3.5 3.3 3.1 2.8 3.5 2.7
Total unfortifi ed wine 303.9 311.1 321.5 343.2 359.3 362.1 378.9 393.2 408.7
Total fortifi ed wine 25.6 24.6 23.9 23.0 22.2 20.4 20.8 21.2 19.9
Vermouth and other wine 3.2 3.1 3.0 3.1 3.4 2.8 2.8 3.0 2.0

Total Australian wine 332.8 338.8 348.3 369.3 384.8 385.3 402.5 417.4 430.6

 
Table wine 10.1 21.5 20.1 14.1 8.1 9.2 11.6 11.9 14.8
Sparkling wine 2.4 3.0 2.9 3.8 2.9 3.3 3.9 4.8 5.2
Fortifi ed wine 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.7 0.3
Other 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.0 1.6 1.8 1.5 1.4 1.9

Total imported wine 13.6 25.6 24.3 19.6 12.8 14.5 17.1 18.7 22.1

  
    346.4 364.4 372.6 388.9 397.6 399.8 419.6 436.2 455.0
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table wine sold in the export market was 18 per cent of table wine sales; this increased to 
around 23 per cent of table wine sales in 2004-05.

With only modest growth in wine sales domestically, Australian wine makers continue to rely 
on demand from key export markets, such as the United Kingdom and the United States, 
the largest two export destinations for Australian wine. Continued strong demand growth in 
these two markets underpins much of the potential sales opportunities in the Australian wine 
industry over the medium term.

Domestic sales continued to increase in 2004-05 — by 3 per cent; down from 4 per cent 
in 2003-04. In 2004-05, export sales remained strong, with growth remaining around the 
same as that of the previous year (14 per cent). Australian unit export values continued to 
decline — down 5 per cent to $4.16 a litre.

domestic wine sales

Total domestic sales and domestic sales of 
Australian table wine grew by 3–4 per cent in 
2004-05, to 431 million litres and 368 million 
litres respectively (table 9). The increase in table 
wine sales was driven by a 7 per cent increase 
in red wine sales.

Despite continued stronger growth in red wine 
sales compared with white wine, sales of 
white table wine accounted for 57 per cent of 
domestic sales in Australian table wine in 2004-
05. While cask white wine remains the largest 
segment in the Australian market (33 per cent), 
red bottled wine sales surpassed sales of white 
bottled wine for the fi rst time (fi gure O).

In 2005-06, domestic sales are projected to increase by around 1 per cent to 435 million 
litres. Sales of red table wine are forecast to increase by 2 per cent, while sales of white 
table wine are estimated to remain around current levels. In the medium term, per person 
consumption is forecast to increase by 5 per cent to 23 litres. Assuming that favorable 
economic conditions in Australia continue into the medium term, domestic sales are forecast 
to increase to just under 500 million litres in 2007-08.

export sales

Australian wine exports grew strongly in volume terms in 2004-05 — up 14 per cent, very 
similar to growth in the previous year. The growth in value was slightly higher in 2004-05 
than in the previous year — up 8 per cent. Combined, these changes resulted in a reduction 

O domestic sales of table wine, by 
container type
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in average unit values of around 5 per cent to $4.16 a litre in 2004-05 — the lowest since 
1997-98 (table 10).

Australian wine exports reached a record 661 million litres in 2004-05 (valued at $2.75 
billion). Shipments of red still table wine continued to exceed shipments of white table wine 
— increasing by around 15 per cent and 12 per cent respectively.

Red table wine continues to dominate the table wine export category — accounting for 
around 65 per cent in volume and 68 per cent in value terms. Within the red still table wine 
category, bottled product had the largest volume and value shares — just over 50 per cent 
and 60 per cent respectively of total table wine sales.

In the white table wine category, growth varied in 2004-05. Bottled white wine exports 
grew by 9 per cent in volume terms and 6 per cent in value terms. In comparison, bulk white 

10 australian wine exports, by type and major destination – Australia

  1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
  -98 -99 -2000 -01 -02 -03 -04 -05
Type
Table wine ML 184.5 206.7 276.2 329.8 406.3 498.2 568.8 646.9
–  dry red ML 85.5 100.8 144.9 179.8 233.2 307.1 364.1 418.0
–  white ML 99.0 105.9 131.4 150.0 173.1 191.1 204.7 228.9
Sparkling wine ML 5.6 6.7 8.2 6.6 6.9 7.2 9.2 11.2
Fortifi ed wine ML 2.8 2.6 2.2 2.3 1.9 1.8 2.1 1.5
Other wine ML 0.8 0.4 0.1 0.6 1.8 1.5 1.3 2.5

Total ML 193.6 216.1 286.5 338.9 416.0 508.0 580.8 661.2

Value nominal $m 812.7 990.6 1 347.4 1 614.1 1 970.0 2 385.9 2 545.1 2 749.8
Real (2005-06) $ 1 022.5 1 230.2 1 634.4 1 847.6 2 192.3 2 575.6 2 684.2 2 831.0

Unit value nominal $/L 4.20 4.58 4.70 4.76 4.74 4.70 4.38 4.16
Real (2005-06) $ 5.28 5.69 5.70 5.45 5.27 5.07 4.62 4.28

Major destination, by nominal value (changed from volume to value this year)
United Kingdom $m 362.2 446.5 590.4 689.8 842.6 859.5 860.3 966.7
United States $m 196.4 215.7 316.9 417.3 583.2 827.6 905.5 897.1
Canada $m 37.2 50.8 73.7 91.2 123.5 173.9 205.1 247.4
New Zealand $m 5.3 60.2 65.3 77.2 84.7 99.1 98.1 93.7
Germany $m 15.4 24.9 40.9 50.1 48.0 57.9 77.0 71.7
Ireland $m 23.9 27.2 37.4 40.1 42.7 39.8 49.6 53.9
Netherlands $m 12.2 21.3 36.2 33.9 33.4 38.5 39.3 46.0
Switzerland $m 15.7 19.1 28.4 30.9 30.1 35.9 24.1 19.7
Japan $m 27.2 25.0 29.4 29.5 30.0 31.7 35.7 48.7
Sweden $m 11.1 12.7 20.3 18.6 25.2 33.6 39.2 36.2
Singapore $m 8.3 10.2 14.9 17.2 20.0 23.2 30.7 33.1
Hong Kong $m 11.4 10.3 12.6 14.5 16.9 15.0 17.9 20.0
Thailand $m 1.3 2.1 2.5 2.7 3.4 4.3 5.2 7.7
China $m 3.0 1.7 1.6 2.2 2.4 3.4 5.9 9.9

Rest of world $m 82.1 63.5 81.8 98.7 114.3 149.0 158.4 198.1
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wine sales grew signifi cantly (up 25 per cent) to 43 million litres, with values increasing at 
around the same rate.

Exports of bulk wine — 19 per cent of total exports of white table wine — grew signifi cantly 
relative to those of bottled and cask containers. This refl ects an overall shift toward sales of 
lower value bulk products, particularly in the United States. In 2004-05, the largest growth 
across all value segments was in the less than $2.50 a litre category, which increased by 25 
per cent. At the same time, the premium category ($5.00–7.49) performed well — increasing 
by 18 per cent over the previous year.

In the medium term, exports of Australian wine are forecast to continue to grow, albeit not 
at the high rates experienced over the past decade. Exports in 2005-06 are estimated to 
increase to around 750 million litres, with a value of $2.9 billion. Unit values are expected 
to continue to ease, down 7 per cent to $3.88 a litre. This decline in unit values is expected 
to result in the bulk shipments rising by an estimated 48 per cent over the previous year. 
Bottling of product in destination markets and the shifting of relatively high inventories of wine 
following years of above average wine grape production have in part attributed to growth 
in the bulk segment of the market.

Exports of bulk white wine are expected to grow by 52 per cent to around 66.3 million litres 
in 2005-06. Despite this strong growth, red table wine is expected to continue to make up 
over 60 per cent of the bulk category. By 2007-08, wine shipments are forecast to increase 
on average by 14 per cent a year, with sales of just below 1 billion litres. Unit values are 
forecast to decline further — by around 7 per cent to $3.66 a litre.

principal export markets for Australian wine

As previously mentioned, Australian wine producers have become increasingly reliant on a 
handful of export markets. With a lack of market diversifi cation, export market risk associated 
with such issues as changing economic conditions and/or consumer preferences in major 
export destinations could become more diffi cult 
to manage.

Over the past decade, the market share of 
the largest fi ve export markets (by volume) for 
Australian wine has continued to increase from 
just over half of total exports fi fteen years ago 
to over 80 per cent in 2004-05 (fi gure P). The 
largest two markets in particular — the United 
Kingdom and the United States — together 
accounted for over two-thirds of Australian 
wine exports in 2004-05. In recent years these 
markets have shown extremes in performance. 
In 2002-03 and 2003-04, market growth in 
Australian wine sales to the United Kingdom 
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slowed, declining from 22 per cent growth in 2001-02 to 4 per cent in 2002-03 and 8 
per cent in 2003-04. In 2004-05, sales recovered, fi nishing the year 17 per cent higher. 
Similarly, sales growth in the United States declined signifi cantly from a decade of over 20 
per cent growth, falling to 9 per cent in 2004-05.

Despite strong growth in countries such as some in Scandinavia, the Netherlands and Japan, 
these countries still consume relatively low quantities of Australian wine in comparison with 
the United Kingdom and the United States. These emerging markets are a more long term 
proposition for the Australian industry. In the medium term, continuing to grow wine exports 
to the fi ve largest markets is fundamental to the overall expansion of wine grape growing 
industry in Australia. The fi ve major markets — the United Kingdom, the United States, 
Canada, Germany and New Zealand — are discussed in more detail below.

United Kingdom

In 2004-05, UK demand for Australian wine exports increased by 17 per cent in volume 
terms and 12 per cent in value terms from the previous year. This resurgence in sales growth 
follows two years of increases in sales of less than 10 per cent a year. This reaffi rmed the 
United Kingdom as Australia’s largest export destination in volume and value terms (40 per 
cent of total export volume). In 2004-05, 262 million litres of Australian wine were shipped 
to the United Kingdom, to the value of $970 million.

The United Kingdom is similar to Australia’s other large markets in that it has experienced more 
growth in the bulk wine category. In 2004-05, bulk red sales and bulk white sales performed 
strongly — up 26 per cent and 23 per cent respectively. Bottled table wine also grew strongly 
— bottled red up 18 per cent and bottled white up 10 per cent. Stronger demand for bulk 
product resulted in unit returns falling by 4 per cent to $3.68 a litre (fi gure Q).

Despite higher sales growth in bulk wine exports, around 97 per cent of all export sales to 
the United Kingdom in 2004-05 were table wine, with 78 per cent of this volume being 
bottled sales. As a share of total table wine exports, red wine accounted for 56 per cent in 
2004-05 compared with 45 per cent in 1990-
91.

In 2005-06, Australian wine exports to the 
United Kingdom are estimated to reach a 
new record of 269 million litres. Export value 
is forecast to decline by around 1 per cent 
from the previous year to around $956 million. 
Consequently unit values are also estimated to 
decline — by around 4 per cent to $3.55 a litre. 
Continued strong sales growth in the bulk red 
table wine category is a notable feature, with 
sales increasing by an estimated 13 per cent in 
volume terms from 2004-05.
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By 2007-08, wine sales to the United Kingdom are forecast to reach around 323 million 
litres, with a value of around $1.09 billion. This places the United Kingdom second behind 
the United States in value terms.

United States

The United States was the second largest 
export market for Australian wine (by volume) 
in 2004-05. Export volumes increased by 9 
per cent to 186 million litres although export 
values dropped by around 1 per cent to $897 
million. An appreciating US dollar and declining 
wine sales in the $7.50 a litre and above price 
segment contributed to a decline in the average 
unit value of these sales of 46 cents to $4.81 a 
litre (fi gure R).

Comprising nearly two-thirds of shipments to 
the United Sates, the popular premium price 
segment (A$2.50–4.99) continued to drive 
export sales. The second largest category, the 
premium price segment (A$5.00–7.49), grew 9 per cent following a decline in the previous 
year. However, wine sales in the higher premium price segments (A$7.50–9.99 and A$10 
and above category) declined by 54 per cent and 21 per cent respectively.

In 2005-06, an assumed depreciation of the Australian dollar against the US dollar and 
improved consumer confi dence in the United States underpins more favorable conditions 
for Australian wine exporters. Wine sales are estimated to recover to double digit growth, 
up 20 per cent to 224 million litres. Despite this improvement in volume growth, unit values 
are estimated to decline by around 6 per cent to $4.52 a litre. Bulk wine sales continue to 
dominate the table wine category — growth in red bulk sales is most notable.

In the medium term, wine sales are forecast to reach just above 300 million litres, with a 
value of $1.23 billion. By 2007-08, average unit export values are forecast to decline by 71 
cents to around $4.10 a litre.

Canada

In 2004-05, Canada remained the third largest market for Australian wine exports. The 
Canadian wine market is dominated by imported wine, with wine consumption around 12 
litres per person. Shipments to Canada grew by nearly 11 million litres or 33 per cent to 44 
million litres. Values grew by 21 per cent to A$247 million.

For the second year, average unit export value declined — falling by 59 cents to A$5.61 a 
litre (fi gure S). In part, this decline in unit values can be attributed to a 7 per cent fall in sales 
in the A$7.50–9.99 price segment. While bottled red wine made up around 60 per cent 
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of total wine sales, shipments of bulk red wine 
increased by 86 per cent. However, bulk sales 
continue to make up only a fraction of total table 
wine shipments — around 4 per cent.

In 2005-06, sales to Canada are estimated 
to grow by 24 per cent in volume terms and 
16 per cent in value terms to 54.5 million litres 
and $287 million respectively. Unit values are 
expected to continue to decline, down an esti-
mated 6 per cent on 2004-05 to $5.27 a litre.

Germany

Germany maintained its status as Australia’s 
fourth largest export market in volume terms in 
2004-05. Similar to other major markets, growth 
in imports of Australian wine was underpinned 
by sales of red wine, which account for more 
than 70 per cent of total Australian exports of 
table wine to Germany. Growth in sales of white 
wine remained positive in 2004-05, increasing 
by 37 per cent to just under 9 million litres. In 
contrast, sales of red table wine declined in 
2004-05. Although shipments of bottled red 
wine grew by 9 per cent, bulk red shipments 
declined by 14 per cent — bulk red makes up 
around 36 per cent of table wine sales. A strong 
orientation to red wine sales refl ects Germany’s 
prominence as a white wine producer and 
strong consumer preference for red wine.

Australian export sales to Germany have continued to grow strongly in volume terms. In 
average unit value terms, however, they have declined dramatically since 2001-02. In 
2004-05 unit values eased to $2.43 a litre (fi gure T). In the short term, based on sales in 
the fi rst six months of 2005-06, volume growth is expected to recover to levels prior to the 
decline in 2003-04. Export sales in 2005-06 are estimated to increase by 48 per cent to 
around 45 million litres. Unit export values are estimated to continue to ease — down 50 
cents to $1.82 a litre.

New Zealand

In 2004-05, New Zealand remained the only major export market in which unit export 
values rose — with a rise of 4 per cent to $3.65 a litre. Shipments to New Zealand ranked 
fi fth in volume and fourth in value terms. In 2004-05, exports of table wines to New Zealand 
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fell by 9 per cent to 22 million litres (fi gure U) 
and values declined by 6 per cent to $82 
million.

Most notable was the decline in Australian 
exports of bulk wine to New Zealand — exports 
of bulk white fell by over 50 per cent from the 
previous fi nancial year. This decline refl ected a 
combination of increased domestic supply and 
higher overall global supply of bulk wine.

This reoriented the export mix toward bottled 
wine products — up 6 per cent on the previous 
year. Red varieties made up around two-thirds 
of Australia’s total bottle wine sales to New 
Zealand. In 2004-05, New Zealand imported 
more than the other four top export destinations in the premium price segment (A$7.50–
9.99). In contrast, the popular premium segment (A$2.50–4.99) declined by 21 per cent to 
4 million litres.

In 2005-06, Australian exports of table wines to New Zealand are forecast to remain little 
changed at around 22 million litres but to fall by 7 per cent in value terms to $76 million. An 
increase in table wine exports to New Zealand is forecast for the two years to 2007-08, 
with volumes increasing to 20 per cent above the 2004-05 level to 27 million litres. Despite 
this return to positive growth in volume and value, shipments are forecast to remain below 
those achieved in 2002-03.

import trends

Australia continues to be a net wine exporter, with exports accounting for around 50 per 
cent of total production. Domestic sales of Australian wine continue to grow at a steady 
rate of around 3–4 per cent a year. At the 
same time, the volume of imported wine has 
been trending upward since 2000-01, with the 
average unit value of imports also increasing 
(fi gure V). Australian wine imports of 22 million 
litres in 2004-05 represented just 5 per cent of 
total domestic consumption in that year.

The volume of wine imports rose by 18 per cent 
in 2004-05. Table wine imports increased by 
24 per cent in volume terms, most of which was 
higher value bottled wine. As a consequence, 
the average unit price of imports in 2004-05 
rose by 5 per cent from $8.13 to $8.50 a litre. 
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The total value of Australian imports rose by 23 per cent to $188 million in 2004-05 (table 
11). New Zealand accounted for just under a quarter of the increase in Australian wine 
imports in 2004-05 and remained the main source of wine imports, by volume.

French wine continued to capture the largest value share of Australian wine imports in 2004-
05. Imports of French wine, driven by relatively expensive sparkling wine imports, accounted 
for 36 per cent of total import value in 2004-05, at $67 million. Overall, the average unit 
value of French imports, $19 a litre, was around $1.30 or 6 per cent lower than in 2003-04.

Wine imports from South Africa increased in 2004-05 by 38 per cent to around 180 000 
litres. Again imports were predominately bottled table wine, accounting for over 95 per cent 
of the total. Overall increases in imports were driven by imports of table wine, up by 39 per 
cent in 2004-05; average unit values also increased by around 3 per cent to $4.36 a litre.

The value of imported Italian wine increased to just over $25 million in 2004-05, main-
taining Italy as the second largest source of imports. Both volume and value increased in 
2004-05, up 6 per cent and 12 per cent respectively. Despite positive growth in imports of 
Italian wine by volume and value, the import mix changed. Imports from Italy of both spar-
kling wine and vermouth increased, offsetting a 73 per cent fall in cask red wine imports and 
an 11 per cent fall in white table wine.

11 wine imports, by country – Australia

 2003-04 2004-05

 quantity value value quantity value value

 ML $m $/L ML $m $/L

France 3.07 62.82 20.46 3.49 66.97 19.17
Italy 4.67 22.51 4.82 4.94 25.11 5.08
New Zealand  5.63 49.2 8.74 6.40 52.07 8.13
South Africa 0.13 0.55 4.23 0.18 0.78 4.36
Spain 0.56 2.98 5.32 0.68 3.87 5.66
Chile 0.25 0.84 3.37 0.39 1.34 3.43

All countries  18.75 152.53 8.13 22.15 188.32 8.50
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wineries’ expected and preferred 
intake of wine grapes to 2007-08
Industry estimates of expected and preferred intake of wine grapes were obtained through 
a survey of wineries as part of the National Utilisation Project coordinated by the Australian 
Wine and Brandy Corporation. Data from the survey represent wine makers’ assessments of 
key factors that infl uence domestic and export demand for Australian wine as well as wine 
makers’ contractual arrangements and expected capacity to obtain, process and market 
their products. These assessments may also take into account expected wine grape supply 
and prices. However, it is not possible to infer what impact any changes in planned intake 
may have on market prices.

expected intake by wineries, 2004-05 to 2007-08

As part of the National Utilisation Project, wineries were asked to provide data on their 
expected intake. Planned intake refers to the tonnage of grapes that wineries expect to crush 
or have crushed, taking into account any supply restrictions or contractual commitments, 
plantings and expected market purchases.

The expected intake of wineries is projected to increase by 4 per cent from 1.95 million 
tonnes in 2005-06 to 2.04 million tonnes in 2007-08 (table 12). Wine makers are 
projecting a 3 per cent increase in intake of premium red varieties to 1.02 million tonnes by 
2007-08, with shiraz and merlot growing at 7 per cent and 9 per cent respectively. The 
intake of cabernet sauvignon is expected to decline slightly over this period.

Intake of premium white varieties is projected to increase by around 6 per cent to 827 000 
tonnes. By the 2007-08 harvest, wineries expect premium white varieties to continue to 
account for around 40 per cent of total wine 
grape intake. Chardonnay intake is projected to 
increase by 8 per cent, accounting for over three-
quarters of the increase in premium white grape 
tonnage between 2004-05 and 2007-08. By 
2007-08, wineries expect chardonnay to remain 
the second highest tonnage wine grape variety 
to shiraz but by a smaller margin (fi gure W).

Wine makers are not expecting to reduce intake 
of multipurpose varieties by much over the 
next three vintages, with a projected intake of 
92 000 tonnes in 2007-08.
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12 wineries’ actual and expected wine grape intake, by 
variety

 actual intake expected intake change
   2005-06
 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 to 2007-08

 kt kt kt kt kt %
Premium white 
Chardonnay  339 415 449 473 486 8
Chenin blanc  14 13 14 15 15 5
Colombard  73 83 86 82 79 –7
Muscadelle  1 1 0 0 0 –4
Pinot gris 2 4 11 16 21
Riesling  36 45 45 47 47 4
Sauvignon blanc  42 44 46 51 53 17
Semillon  104 101 96 95 93 –3
Traminer  7 10 11 12 12 5
Verdelho  20 19 20 20 19 –3

Total 636 734 778 811 827 6

Nonpremium white 
Crouchen  2 2 2 2 2 2
Doradillo  4 2 2 3 3 15
Palomino  1 1 1 1 1 1
Trebbiano  7 5 5 5 5 –3

Total  13 10 11 11 11 2

Premium red 
Cabernet franc  6 4 3 3 3 –6
Cabernet sauvignon  335 308 298 304 295 –1
Malbec  3 3 3 3 3 –7
Merlot  129 146 142 146 154 9
Petit verdot 23 25 23 21 20
Pinot noir  43 41 35 34 32 –8
Ruby cabernet  34 34 28 26 25 –12
Shiraz  473 446 460 475 492 7

Total 1 022 1 007 993 1 012 1 024 3

Nonpremium red 
Grenache  25 26 25 25 26 4
Mataro  13 10 11 10 10 –3

Total  38 35 36 36 36 2

Multipurpose 119 93 94 91 92 –2
Minor varieties 42 57 43 46 48 11

Total  1 895 1 937 1 954 2 007 2 038 4
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preferred intake by wineries, 
2004-05 to 2007-08

Wineries were also asked to provide data 
on their preferred intake at the same time 
as their planned intake. Preferred intake 
refl ects what wineries would prefer to take 
in to meet projected growth in sales, taking 
into consideration restrictions in the supply 
of capital equipment and inventory expan-
sion. Preferred intake is what wineries would 
like to take in if supply of wine grapes from 
planted areas were not affected by weather 
or contract commitments, but it does not take 
into account possible grape supply restric-
tions or abundance.

In 2004-05, wineries’ preferred intake was 
1.71 million tonnes (table 13), lower than 
the estimated intake of 1.94 million tonnes 
(table 12). The trend over the medium term 
is that wineries appear to prefer a slightly 
lower tonnage of grapes than they expect 
to receive. The exceptions being shiraz, 
merlot, semillon and riesling, where preferred 
remains more than expected intake.

comparison of preferred and 
estimated production, by 
warm and cool region

In the medium term, wineries’ requirements 
for wine grapes from the cooler climate 
regions are expected to be less than produc-
tion. On the other hand, wineries in the warm 
climate regions have indicated that they 
would prefer greater availability compared 
with production forecasts for 2005-06, 
2006-07 and 2007-08 (table 14). These 
results are generated by comparing NUP 
preferred intake data and ABARE’s forecasts 
of production.

13 wineries’ preferred wine grape 
intake, by variety

 preferred intake  change
     2005-06
 2004 2005 2006 2007  to 2007
 -05 -06 -07 -08 -08

 kt kt kt kt %
Premium white 
Chardonnay  365 409 435 464 13
Chenin blanc  11 15 15 16 7
Colombard  83 85 86 93 10
Muscadelle  0 0 0 0 –5
Pinot gris 9 14 17 22
Riesling  44 45 48 48 7
Sauvignon blanc  46 52 56 60 16
Semillon  95 97 97 96 –1
Traminer  10 11 12 12 4
Verdelho  20 20 21 21 5

Total 684 748 788 833 11

Nonpremium white 
Crouchen  2 2 2 2 –4
Doradillo  1 2 2 2 21
Palomino  1 1 1 1 1
Trebbiano  5 5 5 5 –3

Total  9 10 10 10 1

Premium red 
Cabernet franc  2 2 2 2 –3
Cabernet
  sauvignon  243 255 275 282 11
Malbec  2 3 3 3 –5
Merlot  134 136 142 156 15
Petit verdot 17 20 19 18
Pinot noir  32 37 36 36 –2
Ruby cabernet  18 21 20 20 –5
Shiraz  403 449 472 524 17

Total 852 923 969 1 041 13

Nonpremium red 
Grenache  20 22 23 24 7
Mataro  7 8 8 8 –1

Total  27 30 31 32 5

Multipurpose 98 96 94 96 0
Minor varieties 42 43 47 50 15

Total  1 711 1 851 1 938 2 062 11
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14 comparison of estimated and preferred winery intake – warm climate regions

 2005-06  2006-07  2007-08

 estimate preference difference estimate preference difference estimate preference difference

 kt kt % kt kt % kt kt %
Premium white
Chardonnay 313 300 –4 328 321 –2 358 348 –3
Riesling 10 13 24 10 14 41 10 14 34
Semillon 62 64 3 60 64 6 61 65 7

Total 503 523 4 511 552 8 546 596 9

Nonpremium white 10.5 9.4 –11 9.5 9.3 –1 8.8 9.5 7

Premium red
Cabernet sauvignon 149 132 –12 136 148 9 127 158 25
Merlot 79 87 11 74 91 24 74 103 39
Shiraz 233 263 13 226 275 22 234 301 28

Total 522 535 2 488 564 16 483 612 27

Nonpremium red 20 16 –17 17 17 –1 14 17 20

Multipurpose 91 96 6 85 94 10 82 96 18

Total 1 189 1 211 2 1 152 1 269 10 1 174 1 367 16

15 comparison of expected and preferred winery intake – cool climate regions

 2005-06  2006-07  2007-08

 estimate preference difference estimate preference difference estimate preference difference

 kt kt % kt kt % kt kt %
Premium white
Chardonnay 122 109 –11 130 114 –12 135 116 –14
Riesling 29 32 9 30 35 15 31 34 12
Semillon 34 33 –5 33 33 –1 32 31 –4

Total 233 225 –3 240 236 –2 247 237 –4

Nonpremium white 1 0.4 –59 1 0.4 –58 1 0.4 –57

Premium red
Cabernet sauvignon 156 124 –21 158 127 –19 158 124 –21
Merlot 54 49 –10 55 51 –8 55 53 –4
Shiraz 204 186 –9 209 197 –6 214 224 5

Total 459 388 –16 467 404 –13 471 429 –9

Nonpremium red 18 14 –21 18 14 –19 18 15 –15

Multipurpose 3 0 –96 3 0 –96 3 0 –96

Total 733 640 –13 750 669 –11 761 696 –9
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In warm climate regions, production of premium red wine grapes and premium white wine 
grapes are expected to be less than preferred by wineries in the NUP survey. In contrast, 
production in 2005-06 of premium varieties such as cabernet sauvignon and chardonnay 
are forecast to be in excess of winery requirements. In the medium term, production of 
cabernet sauvignon is forecast to be less than preferred in 2006-07 and 2007-08 because 
of declining bearing area. Recent growth in bearing area dedicated to chardonnay is 
projected to produce higher tonnages than preferred. Winery demand for shiraz, merlot and 
riesling was reported to be higher than is forecast to be produced in the warm inland regions 
over the medium term.

In cool climate regions, production of wine grapes is forecast to generally remain above 
winery preferences (table 15). In 2007-08, production of cabernet sauvignon and char-
donnay is forecast to be above preferred intake by around 21 per cent and 14 per cent 
respectively. However, by 2007-08 riesling and shiraz are forecast to move from the current 
state of excess supply to a state of excess demand. These results highlight that although 
national production is forecast to move back into balance with winery preferences in the 
medium term, regional supply–demand balances remain important. These regional differ-
ences between varieties may have impacts on prices received by growers from wineries for 
their wine grapes into the medium term.

sources of wine grape intake

In 2004-05, wineries sourced 21 per cent of their wine grapes from their wineries’ own 
vineyards — a fall of 3 percentage points compared with the previous vintage (table 16). In 
part, this decline refl ects the signifi cant amounts of fruit currently available from growers and 
the slowing of investment in vineyards by the major wine companies. Wineries produced 
around 22 per cent of their own premium wine grapes, down from above 25 per cent of the 
previous year.

16 wine grapes sourced from winery owned vineyards as a share of total grape 
crush, by category

 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
 -97 -98 -99 -2000 -01 -02 -03 -04 -05

 % % % % % % % % %

Premium white 30 28 25 25 30 23 23 26 22
Nonpremium white 17 17 17 19 25 21 16 20 23
Premium red 30 32 27 24 27 21 21 25 22
Nonpremium red 15 14 11 12 14 11 11 15 18
Multipurpose 3 2 2 3 2 1 4 3 1
Minor varieties 26 27 24 28 32 26 25 26 33

Total wine grapes 22 23 21 21 26 20 20 24 21
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wine grape production, by variety 
and region
Estimated intake by region was calculated by apportioning total intake for each state in 
2004-05 across the regions in that state, based on production in 2005. Data for the regions 
are provided in tables 17–37.

The regions used in this study, with the exception of Western Australia, Tasmania and 
Queensland are the composition of Geographical Indication regions as defi ned by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics. Western Australia, Tasmania and Queensland are reported 
as just one region.

South Australia
Barossa Valley: Barossa and Eden Valley

Fleurieu: Langhorne Creek, Southern Fleurieu, McLaren Vale, Kangaroo Island and Currency 
Creek

Mount Lofty Ranges: Adelaide Hills, Adelaide Plains and Clare Valley

Limestone Coast: Padthaway, Coonawarra, Wrattonbully and Mount Benson

Lower Murray: Riverland

Rest of South Australia

Victoria
North West (Murray Valley): Murray Darling and Swan Hill (Vic)

Rest of Victoria

New South Wales
Hunter Valley: Hunter

Big Rivers: Perricoota and Riverina

Big Rivers (Murray Valley): Murray Darling and Swan Hill (NSW)

Rest of New South Wales

Western Australia
Comprises the whole of Western Australia

Tasmania
Comprises the whole of Tasmania

Queensland
Comprises the whole of Queensland

A
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17 wine grape production – Barossa region of South 
Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 9 432 9 548 10 257 10 828
Chenin blanc 584 427 218 51
Colombard 138 146 147 131
Muscadelle 99 63 0 0
Pinot gris 101 208 214 215
Riesling 9 037 8 075 8 503 8 707
Sauvignon blanc 1 688 1 711 1 724 1 635
Semillon 12 311 8 929 8 324 7 945
Traminer 326 331 364 360
Verdelho 49 56 58 58

Total 33 766 29 495 29 809 29 930

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 12 5 0 0
Doradillo 135 83 82 82
Palomino 172 152 134 123
Trebbiano 8 0 0 0

Total 327 241 216 205

Premium red
Cabernet franc 296 439 431 364
Cabernet sauvignon 11 715 13 331 13 943 13 841
Malbec 136 151 140 136
Merlot 3 880 4 027 4 221 4 265
Petit verdot 209 323 344 350
Pinot noir 1 429 1 198 1 032 920
Ruby cabernet 122 132 108 98
Shiraz 41 222 34 942 36 239 37 394

Total 59 010 54 541 56 457 57 369

Nonpremium red
Grenache 6 480 5 265 5 426 5 513
Mataro 918 1 062 1 107 1 108

Total 7 398 6 328 6 533 6 621

Multipurpose 908 804 791 788
Minor varieties 2 031 2 118 2 152 2 103

Total wine grapes
Red 67 423 61 928 64 066 65 041
White  36 016 31 598 31 893 31 974

Total 103 439 93 526 95 959 97 015
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18 wine grape production – Fleurieu region of South 
Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 18 104 18 604 20 135 21 558
Chenin blanc 272 310 316 292
Colombard 50 153 154 154
Muscadelle 12 11 11 11
Pinot gris 27 82 82 82
Riesling 3 364 3 955 3 871 3 913
Sauvignon blanc 2 115 1 772 1 723 1 855
Semillon 2 747 2 656 2 444 2 390
Traminer 150 81 86 86
Verdelho 786 969 970 932

Total 27 628 28 593 29 792 31 272

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 0 0 0 0
Doradillo 10 13 13 13
Palomino 23 13 12 12
Trebbiano 0 0 0 0

Total 33 26 26 26

Premium red
Cabernet franc 364 571 571 476
Cabernet sauvignon 33 203 35 221 34 412 34 112
Malbec 450 558 551 551
Merlot 9 786 7 585 7 984 8 182
Petit verdot 1 457 1 583 1 516 1 535
Pinot noir 2 194 2 059 1 940 1 976
Ruby cabernet 17 62 62 61
Shiraz 54 998 52 096 51 862 52 886

Total 102 468 99 735 98 896 99 778

Nonpremium red
Grenache 6 266 6 265 6 010 5 853
Mataro 205 324 323 319

Total 6 471 6 588 6 333 6 173

Multipurpose 23 27 28 27
Minor varieties 2 294 2 434 2 538 2 544

Total wine grapes
Red 110 086 107 540 106 498 107 223
White  28 830 29 864 31 114 32 597

Total 138 917 137 404 137 612 139 819
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19 wine grape production – Mount Lofty Ranges region of 
South Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 11 960 10 474 10 866 11 052
Chenin blanc 93 99 72 44
Colombard 128 253 332 317
Muscadelle 17 16 15 10
Pinot gris 422 349 346 373
Riesling 7 437 6 987 7 256 7 591
Sauvignon blanc 6 408 4 088 4 207 4 348
Semillon 3 167 2 826 2 729 2 675
Traminer 360 330 402 403
Verdelho 225 215 212 211

Total 30 217 25 636 26 437 27 024

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 45 39 25 25
Doradillo 0 7 7 7
Palomino 0 23 23 23
Trebbiano 0 0 0 0

Total 45 69 55 55

Premium red
Cabernet franc 330 315 296 262
Cabernet sauvignon 7 742 10 464 10 747 10 648
Malbec 552 573 560 562
Merlot 4 805 4 439 4 459 4 400
Petit verdot 165 373 387 392
Pinot noir 5 220 4 223 4 166 4 134
Ruby cabernet 179 216 218 210
Shiraz 14 993 16 503 17 228 17 748

Total 33 985 37 105 38 060 38 355

Nonpremium red
Grenache 934 1 109 1 095 1 109
Mataro 209 235 251 279

Total 1 143 1 344 1 346 1 389

Multipurpose 103 92 172 170
Minor varieties 1 704 2 045 2 155 2 210

Total wine grapes
Red 35 981 39 471 40 483 40 849
White  31 217 26 820 27 741 28 353

Total 67 198 66 291 68 224 69 202
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20 wine grape production – Limestone Coast region of 
South Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 18 369 19 422 21 372 22 511
Chenin blanc 113 115 114 114
Colombard 115 120 123 123
Muscadelle 89 106 109 109
Pinot gris 0 6 6 7
Riesling 4 970 4 253 4 212 4 254
Sauvignon blanc 2 568 2 873 2 959 3 124
Semillon 1 303 1 076 1 046 1 046
Traminer 480 492 506 504
Verdelho 413 558 575 575

Total 28 421 29 021 31 024 32 369

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 0 0 0 0
Doradillo 0 0 0 0
Palomino 0 0 0 0
Trebbiano 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0

Premium red
Cabernet franc 885 1 498 1 543 1 537
Cabernet sauvignon 46 753 45 566 45 501 46 445
Malbec 567 919 947 947
Merlot 10 968 11 022 10 998 11 121
Petit verdot 979 1 404 1 449 1 419
Pinot noir 2 917 3 206 3 449 3 391
Ruby cabernet 228 276 284 283
Shiraz 27 691 30 942 32 852 33 489

Total 90 988 94 833 97 023 98 633

Nonpremium red
Grenache 1 25 26 26
Mataro 1 233 1 871 1 927 1 927

Total 1 234 1 896 1 953 1 953

Multipurpose 76 76 75 75
Minor varieties 641 735 773 768

Total wine grapes
Red 92 542 97 097 99 362 100 970
White  28 818 29 465 31 486 32 829

Total 121 360 126 562 130 848 133 799
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21 wine grape production – Lower Murray region of South 
Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 106 580 112 146 114 471 122 596
Chenin blanc 5 166 5 586 4 953 4 867
Colombard 35 773 33 049 31 738 31 814
Muscadelle 234 354 330 330
Pinot gris 10 57 59 51
Riesling 4 131 4 445 4 170 4 327
Sauvignon blanc 4 562 3 360 3 362 4 053
Semillon 11 022 10 919 10 277 10 534
Traminer 2 510 2 291 2 219 2 284
Verdelho 3 294 3 001 2 865 2 865

Total 173 283 175 209 174 445 183 722

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 172 208 214 210
Doradillo 1 060 1 798 1 807 1 590
Palomino 518 741 733 685
Trebbiano 180 247 208 190

Total 1 930 2 994 2 962 2 675

Premium red
Cabernet franc 217 785 789 783
Cabernet sauvignon 79 686 73 927 67 998 65 426
Malbec 608 1 004 1 008 787
Merlot 28 911 28 105 26 630 26 753
Petit verdot 14 695 14 091 13 048 12 769
Pinot noir 7 076 6 645 6 269 6 510
Ruby cabernet 13 929 11 990 10 342 8 568
Shiraz 116 430 113 941 109 061 111 540

Total 261 551 250 487 235 144 233 135

Nonpremium red
Grenache 9 166 8 843 7 368 6 882
Mataro 4 965 7 209 7 027 6 343

Total 14 131 16 051 14 395 13 226

Multipurpose 25 741 25 946 23 140 22 027
Minor varieties 6 793 7 297 6 601 6 504

Total wine grapes
Red 279 079 270 187 252 840 249 612
White  204 351 207 798 203 848 211 675

Total 483 430 477 985 456 688 461 288



44

wine grape projections to 2007-08         abare research report  06.4

22 wine grape production – other South Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 39 55 63 66
Chenin blanc 0 0 0 0
Colombard 0 0 0 0
Muscadelle 0 0 0 0
Pinot gris 0 0 0 0
Riesling 50 42 43 40
Sauvignon blanc 22 28 28 34
Semillon 18 18 18 18
Traminer 0 0 0 0
Verdelho 0 0 0 0

Total 129 143 152 157

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 0 0 0 0
Doradillo 0 0 0 0
Palomino 0 0 0 0
Trebbiano 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0

Premium red
Cabernet franc 0 0 0 0
Cabernet sauvignon 657 711 711 712
Malbec 12 12 12 12
Merlot 235 236 236 229
Petit verdot 36 47 47 47
Pinot noir 0 0 0 0
Ruby cabernet 0 0 0 0
Shiraz 1 513 1 773 1 879 1 956

Total 2 455 2 779 2 886 2 957

Nonpremium red
Grenache 12 29 29 38
Mataro 15 15 15 15

Total 0 44 44 53

Multipurpose 0 0 0 0
Minor varieties 68 102 142 142

Total wine grapes
Red 2 489 2 874 3 001 3 081
White  163 194 223 229

Total 2 652 3 068 3 224 3 310
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23 wine grape production – South Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 164 485 170 248 177 166 188 611
Chenin blanc 6 229 6 537 5 673 5 367
Colombard 36 205 33 721 32 494 32 540
Muscadelle 451 550 466 461
Pinot gris 560 702 707 728
Riesling 28 990 27 758 28 054 28 833
Sauvignon blanc 17 362 13 831 14 003 15 049
Semillon 30 569 26 425 24 837 24 607
Traminer 3 826 3 525 3 578 3 638
Verdelho 4 768 4 800 4 681 4 641

Total 293 444 288 097 291 658 304 473

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 229 252 238 235
Doradillo 1 205 1 902 1 910 1 693
Palomino 713 929 903 843
Trebbiano 189 248 208 190

Total 2 335 3 330 3 260 2 961

Premium red
Cabernet franc 2 092 3 608 3 630 3 421
Cabernet sauvignon 179 756 179 220 173 312 171 183
Malbec 2 325 3 217 3 217 2 996
Merlot 58 586 55 413 54 527 54 951
Petit verdot 17 542 17 821 16 792 16 512
Pinot noir 18 836 17 330 16 855 16 931
Ruby cabernet 14 475 12 675 11 013 9 220
Shiraz 256 846 250 196 249 122 255 013

Total 550 457 539 480 528 467 530 227

Nonpremium red
Grenache 22 859 21 535 19 953 19 422
Mataro 7 545 10 716 10 650 9 992

Total 30 378 32 251 30 604 29 414

Multipurpose 26 851 26 945 24 159 23 040
Minor varieties 13 532 14 731 14 361 14 272

Total wine grapes
Red 587 601 579 096 566 251 566 776
White  329 395 325 738 326 258 337 611

Total 916 996 904 835 892 509 904 387
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24 wine grape production – North West (Murray Valley) 
region of Victoria

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 96 520 100 390 109 423 117 173
Chenin blanc 1 153 2 095 2 198 2 132
Colombard 23 256 23 793 22 663 22 750
Muscadelle 0 318 327 327
Pinot gris 52 248 365 358
Riesling 2 319 2 298 2 191 2 384
Sauvignon blanc 3 153 3 031 2 734 3 528
Semillon 9 712 10 352 11 376 11 607
Traminer 47 28 21 69
Verdelho 884 1 065 1 070 1 069

Total 137 096 143 618 152 367 161 397

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 2 038 2 265 2 126 2 122
Doradillo 208 214 0 0
Palomino 0 57 44 29
Trebbiano 0 19 9 0

Total 2 246 2 554 2 179 2 150

Premium red
Cabernet franc 0 213 226 222
Cabernet sauvignon 41 114 37 621 32 654 30 424
Malbec 83 110 0 0
Merlot 28 661 23 992 22 547 22 663
Petit verdot 3 219 3 437 3 361 3 142
Pinot noir 2 569 1 965 1 837 2 085
Ruby cabernet 4 402 3 637 2 177 609
Shiraz 45 671 46 619 45 894 47 952

Total 125 720 117 593 108 696 107 097

Nonpremium red
Grenache 983 782 375 45
Mataro 177 421 110 0

Total 1 160 1 202 486 45

Multipurpose 46 467 41 279 39 704 39 162
Minor varieties 16 415 18 820 19 167 19 078

Total wine grapes
Red 135 087 128 206 118 765 116 681
White  194 016 196 861 203 833 212 248

Total 329 103 325 066 322 598 328 929
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25 wine grape production – rest of Victoria

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 18 301 18 330 18 777 19 067
Chenin blanc 221 268 276 276
Colombard 233 251 259 384
Muscadelle 236 301 307 286
Pinot gris 1 799 1 246 1 234 1 429
Riesling 2 469 2 563 2 531 2 548
Sauvignon blanc 4 963 5 013 4 974 4 899
Semillon 841 840 878 892
Traminer 238 275 275 263
Verdelho 231 476 488 488

Total 29 533 29 562 29 997 30 532

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 16 21 22 22
Doradillo 253 356 367 367
Palomino 47 34 26 18
Trebbiano 46 118 122 118

Total 362 530 536 524

Premium red
Cabernet franc 307 585 565 559
Cabernet sauvignon 15 223 17 173 17 570 17 307
Malbec 282 479 455 455
Merlot 10 530 9 474 9 460 9 434
Petit verdot 304 262 262 261
Pinot noir 10 784 11 727 11 835 11 778
Ruby cabernet 134 200 205 175
Shiraz 22 025 23 967 24 936 25 944

Total 59 590 63 867 65 288 65 913

Nonpremium red
Grenache 122 179 293 317
Mataro 112 212 270 279

Total 234 390 562 597

Multipurpose 284 285 260 250
Minor varieties 5 959 6 533 7 384 7 606

Total wine grapes
Red 62 804 67 524 69 542 70 312
White  33 158 33 643 34 486 35 110

Total 95 962 101 166 104 028 105 422
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26 wine grape production – Victoria

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 114 821 118 720 128 200 136 239
Chenin blanc 1 374 2 362 2 473 2 408
Colombard 23 489 24 043 22 922 23 134
Muscadelle 236 619 634 613
Pinot gris 1 851 1 494 1 599 1 788
Riesling 4 788 4 861 4 722 4 931
Sauvignon blanc 8 116 8 044 7 708 8 426
Semillon 10 553 11 191 12 254 12 499
Traminer 285 303 295 332
Verdelho 1 116 1 541 1 557 1 557

Total 166 629 173 179 182 364 191 928

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 2 054 2 286 2 148 2 143
Doradillo 460 570 367 367
Palomino 47 91 70 47
Trebbiano 46 137 131 118

Total 2 607 3 084 2 715 2 674

Premium red
Cabernet franc 307 799 792 781
Cabernet sauvignon 56 337 54 793 50 224 47 731
Malbec 365 588 455 455
Merlot 39 192 33 466 32 007 32 097
Petit verdot 3 524 3 699 3 623 3 403
Pinot noir 13 354 13 691 13 672 13 863
Ruby cabernet 4 536 3 837 2 382 784
Shiraz 67 696 70 586 70 830 73 895

Total 185 310 181 460 173 984 173 009

Nonpremium red
Grenache 1 105 961 668 363
Mataro 288 632 380 279

Total 1 394 1 593 1 048 642

Multipurpose 46 751 41 564 39 964 39 412
Minor varieties 22 374 25 353 26 551 26 685

Total wine grapes
Red 197 891 195 729 188 307 186 993
White  227 174 230 503 238 318 247 357

Total 425 065 426 233 426 626 434 351
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27 wine grape production – Hunter Valley region of New 
South Wales

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 8 463 9 900 10 231 10 341
Chenin blanc 55 22 23 23
Colombard 0 94 97 95
Muscadelle 0 0 0 0
Pinot gris 0 0 0 0
Riesling 100 121 125 125
Sauvignon blanc 507 582 600 582
Semillon 6 045 5 748 5 754 5 468
Traminer 371 334 345 345
Verdelho 1 769 2 619 2 677 2 628

Total 17 310 19 421 19 851 19 606

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 0 0 0 0
Doradillo 0 0 0 0
Palomino 0 0 0 0
Trebbiano 25 38 39 39

Total 25 38 39 39

Premium red
Cabernet franc 75 83 81 65
Cabernet sauvignon 861 1 203 1 107 1 081
Malbec 24 21 21 21
Merlot 991 1 340 1 390 1 410
Petit verdot 44 79 92 102
Pinot noir 301 322 321 300
Ruby cabernet 20 46 47 47
Shiraz 4 884 5 329 5 441 5 512

Total 7 201 8 423 8 500 8 539

Nonpremium red
Grenache 29 22 22 22
Mataro 8 14 15 15

Total 38 36 37 37

Multipurpose 58 567 584 584
Minor varieties 367 809 844 839

Total wine grapes
Red 7 422 8 864 8 960 8 995
White  17 576 20 431 20 896 20 649

Total 24 998 29 295 29 856 29 644
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28 wine grape production – Big Rivers region 
(excl. Murray Valley) of New South Wales

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 52 384 54 939 57 445 63 446
Chenin blanc 1 271 1 332 1 355 1 293
Colombard 13 368 13 235 12 887 12 948
Muscadelle 23 77 79 79
Pinot gris 1 272 420 854 850
Riesling 4 329 3 413 3 070 3 207
Sauvignon blanc 3 397 2 809 2 667 3 257
Semillon 38 110 38 741 36 196 36 369
Traminer 4 830 4 311 4 168 4 230
Verdelho 5 845 4 804 4 506 4 506

Total 124 830 124 081 123 227 130 186

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 0 0 0 0
Doradillo 95 123 107 0
Palomino 175 99 26 0
Trebbiano 4 918 4 528 3 997 3 980

Total 5 188 4 750 4 129 3 980

Premium red
Cabernet franc 405 136 0 0
Cabernet sauvignon 24 618 19 549 18 352 16 486
Malbec 35 9 9 0
Merlot 16 169 14 437 13 067 13 155
Petit verdot 2 589 1 341 1 370 1 189
Pinot noir 2 884 2 682 2 347 2 558
Ruby cabernet 11 788 9 526 8 539 7 277
Shiraz 54 308 50 683 48 566 50 455

Total 112 797 98 362 92 251 91 120

Nonpremium red
Grenache 531 403 293 0
Mataro 1 740 1 480 1 278 652

Total 2 271 1 883 1 570 652

Multipurpose 5 165 5 179 5 033 4 355
Minor varieties 12 766 11 436 10 566 10 466

Total wine grapes
Red 121 451 105 963 99 104 97 006
White  141 567 139 729 137 673 143 754

Total 263 017 245 692 236 777 240 760
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29 wine grape production – Big Rivers region 
(Murray Valley) of New South Wales

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 38 682 45 399 46 179 54 943
Chenin blanc 46 66 68 12
Colombard 10 207 9 188 8 550 8 624
Muscadelle 0 9 9 9
Pinot gris 16 26 33 30
Riesling 290 255 240 393
Sauvignon blanc 944 1 423 1 868 2 735
Semillon 1 887 2 481 2 553 2 749
Traminer 137 266 274 338
Verdelho 1 184 995 936 936

Total 53 393 60 109 60 710 70 770

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 0 0 0 0
Doradillo 119 169 131 0
Palomino 0 1 1 0
Trebbiano 0 61 63 44

Total 119 231 195 44

Premium red
Cabernet franc 0 0 0 0
Cabernet sauvignon 18 207 18 082 16 661 14 241
Malbec 7 11 11 0
Merlot 12 390 12 108 11 348 11 472
Petit verdot 872 994 981 736
Pinot noir 213 182 171 396
Ruby cabernet 2 366 2 080 800 0
Shiraz 19 922 22 093 22 010 24 320

Total 53 977 55 550 51 982 51 166

Nonpremium red
Grenache 460 420 390 54
Mataro 45 263 116 0

Total 505 683 506 54

Multipurpose 14 183 18 665 17 352 16 246
Minor varieties 4 140 4 890 5 137 5 067

Total wine grapes
Red 56 552 58 678 55 057 53 754
White  69 764 81 450 80 826 89 593

Total 126 317 140 128 135 883 143 347
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30 wine grape production – rest of New South Wales

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 17 314 17 798 19 325 20 342
Chenin blanc 11 4 4 4
Colombard 0 185 185 178
Muscadelle 0 0 0 0
Pinot gris 41 56 58 58
Riesling 987 791 786 786
Sauvignon blanc 2 371 2 348 2 299 2 309
Semillon 4 406 4 624 4 757 4 436
Traminer 408 317 329 326
Verdelho 1 732 2 000 2 064 2 028

Total 27 270 28 124 29 807 30 468

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 10 40 41 35
Doradillo 0 10 10 10
Palomino 0 0 0 0
Trebbiano 11 121 123 121

Total 0 172 175 166

Premium red
Cabernet franc 480 574 590 415
Cabernet sauvignon 13 301 15 347 15 847 15 782
Malbec 274 125 123 122
Merlot 7 218 7 544 7 578 7 595
Petit verdot 197 239 258 265
Pinot noir 1 540 1 837 1 838 1 739
Ruby cabernet 538 1 133 1 183 1 176
Shiraz 23 576 22 069 22 009 22 193

Total 47 124 48 867 49 426 49 285

Nonpremium red
Grenache 121 121 120 120
Mataro 76 78 80 80

Total 197 199 200 200

Multipurpose 205 553 564 557
Minor varieties 1 382 1 534 1 581 1 607

Total wine grapes
Red 48 012 49 833 50 417 50 288
White  28 166 29 616 31 337 31 994

Total 76 178 79 449 81 753 82 282
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31 wine grape production – New South Wales

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 116 843 128 037 133 180 149 072
Chenin blanc 1 383 1 424 1 450 1 332
Colombard 23 575 22 703 21 719 21 846
Muscadelle 23 86 89 89
Pinot gris 1 328 502 944 938
Riesling 5 707 4 581 4 220 4 511
Sauvignon blanc 7 219 7 162 7 435 8 883
Semillon 50 448 51 594 49 259 49 022
Traminer 5 746 5 228 5 115 5 239
Verdelho 10 530 10 418 10 184 10 098

Total 222 803 231 734 233 595 251 030

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 10 40 41 35
Doradillo 213 303 248 10
Palomino 175 101 27 0
Trebbiano 4 954 4 748 4 222 4 184

Total 5 332 5 191 4 538 4 229

Premium red
Cabernet franc 961 794 671 480
Cabernet sauvignon 56 988 54 181 51 967 47 590
Malbec 339 165 164 142
Merlot 36 767 35 429 33 384 33 633
Petit verdot 3 702 2 652 2 700 2 293
Pinot noir 4 937 5 023 4 677 4 992
Ruby cabernet 14 712 12 785 10 569 8 500
Shiraz 102 692 100 173 98 026 102 480

Total 221 099 211 202 202 159 200 110

Nonpremium red
Grenache 1 140 966 826 197
Mataro 1 870 1 835 1 489 747

Total 3 010 2 802 2 314 944

Multipurpose 19 611 24 965 23 534 21 742
Minor varieties 18 655 18 670 18 128 17 978

Total wine grapes
Red 233 437 223 338 213 537 210 043
White  257 073 271 226 270 731 285 990

Total 490 510 494 564 484 269 496 033
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32 wine grape production – Western Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 15 324 15 187 15 939 16 689
Chenin blanc 4 035 3 136 3 024 3 063
Colombard 14 31 32 32
Muscadelle 150 170 148 148
Pinot gris 10 27 27 27
Riesling 4 558 1 991 1 997 2 004
Sauvignon blanc 10 578 7 309 7 490 8 326
Semillon 8 645 7 153 7 084 7 099
Traminer 26 26 27 27
Verdelho 2 699 2 486 2 519 2 516

Total 46 039 37 515 38 287 39 932

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 0 4 0 0
Doradillo 5 3 3 3
Palomino 0 0 0 0
Trebbiano 20 2 2 2

Total 25 9 5 5

Premium red
Cabernet franc 702 1 233 1 274 1 262
Cabernet sauvignon 13 829 16 010 16 724 16 595
Malbec 292 273 281 293
Merlot 11 047 7 905 8 029 8 082
Petit verdot 137 322 346 345
Pinot noir 910 1 270 1 258 1 191
Ruby cabernet 12 2 2 2
Shiraz 17 155 15 623 15 812 15 784

Total 44 085 42 639 43 727 43 554

Nonpremium red
Grenache 397 626 646 640
Mataro 20 29 30 30

Total 417 655 676 670

Multipurpose 245 221 242 225
Minor varieties 1 430 1 820 2 143 2 393

Total wine grapes
Red 45 217 44 204 45 475 45 421
White  47 024 38 656 39 605 41 358

Total 92 241 82 860 85 080 86 779
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33 wine grape production – Tasmania

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 2 321 2 175 2 193 2 202
Chenin blanc 0 0 0 0
Colombard 0 0 0 0
Muscadelle 0 0 0 0
Pinot gris 205 246 253 261
Riesling 586 660 675 716
Sauvignon blanc 438 475 498 549
Semillon 2 2 2 3
Traminer 50 52 53 53
Verdelho 0 0 0 0

Total 3 601 3 610 3 675 3 785

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 0 0 0 0
Doradillo 0 0 0 0
Palomino 0 0 0 0
Trebbiano 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0

Premium red
Cabernet franc 40 20 20 18
Cabernet sauvignon 142 259 252 248
Malbec 0 0 0 0
Merlot 110 292 301 304
Petit verdot 2 8 8 8
Pinot noir 2 608 3 305 3 597 3 856
Ruby cabernet 0 0 0 0
Shiraz 7 13 13 13

Total 2 909 3 897 4 191 4 448

Nonpremium red
Grenache 0 0 0 0
Mataro 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0

Multipurpose 0 0 0 0
Minor varieties 157 276 289 289

Total wine grapes
Red 2 987 4 035 4 335 4 592
White  3 680 3 748 3 819 3 930

Total 6 667 7 783 8 155 8 522
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34 wine grape production – Queensland

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 860 707 710 736
Chenin blanc 11 11 12 12
Colombard 23 14 14 14
Muscadelle 11 11 11 11
Pinot gris 31 14 14 23
Riesling 24 11 11 11
Sauvignon blanc 99 107 110 110
Semillon 499 404 393 376
Traminer 6 4 4 4
Verdelho 346 195 177 184

Total 1 909 1 479 1 455 1 481

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 0 2 3 3
Doradillo 0 0 0 0
Palomino 0 0 0 0
Trebbiano 0 0 0 0

Total 0 2 3 3

Premium red
Cabernet franc 60 50 51 49
Cabernet sauvignon 972 795 812 814
Malbec 3 13 12 12
Merlot 458 394 394 396
Petit verdot 83 86 89 92
Pinot noir 77 60 59 58
Ruby cabernet 18 77 79 79
Shiraz 1 344 1 156 1 148 1 122

Total 3 015 2 630 2 645 2 624

Nonpremium red
Grenache 37 43 45 45
Mataro 29 39 40 42

Total 66 82 85 87

Multipurpose 66 48 53 48
Minor varieties 577 864 810 1 187

Total wine grapes
Red 3 370 3 144 3 135 3 304
White  2 264 1 961 1 915 2 125

Total 5 634 5 104 5 050 5 429
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35 wine grape production – Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 414 654 435 076 457 388 493 550
Chenin blanc 13 033 13 471 12 631 12 181
Colombard 83 306 80 512 77 181 77 566
Muscadelle 871 1 436 1 347 1 322
Pinot gris 3 985 2 984 3 544 3 765
Riesling 44 652 39 861 39 680 41 006
Sauvignon blanc 43 812 36 927 37 243 41 344
Semillon 100 716 96 769 93 829 93 607
Traminer 9 939 9 139 9 073 9 292
Verdelho 19 458 19 439 19 117 18 996

Total 734 426 735 615 751 034 792 629

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 2 293 2 584 2 430 2 416
Doradillo 1 884 2 777 2 528 2 073
Palomino 935 1 121 1 000 890
Trebbiano 5 209 5 135 4 563 4 493

Total 10 321 11 616 10 520 9 872

Premium red
Cabernet franc 4 162 6 503 6 438 6 012
Cabernet sauvignon 308 024 305 258 293 291 284 161
Malbec 3 325 4 256 4 128 3 898
Merlot 146 160 132 900 128 642 129 464
Petit verdot 24 989 24 588 23 558 22 653
Pinot noir 40 722 40 679 40 118 40 892
Ruby cabernet 33 753 29 376 24 045 18 585
Shiraz 445 739 437 747 434 951 448 307

Total 1 006 875 981 306 955 172 953 972

Nonpremium red
Grenache 25 540 24 132 22 138 20 666
Mataro 9 752 13 251 12 589 11 091

Total 35 291 37 383 34 727 31 756

Multipurpose 93 524 93 744 87 998 84 514
Minor varieties 56 725 61 714 62 282 62 804

Total wine grapes
Red 1 070 529 1 049 546 1 021 041 1 017 130
White  866 633 871 833 880 694 918 417

Total 1 937 161 1 921 379 1 901 734 1 935 547
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36 wine grape production – warm climate regions of 
Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 294 166 312 875 327 518 358 158
Chenin blanc 7 637 9 079 8 574 8 304
Colombard 82 604 79 265 75 838 76 136
Muscadelle 257 758 747 747
Pinot gris 1 349 751 1 310 1 289
Riesling 11 069 10 411 9 670 10 312
Sauvignon blanc 12 055 10 624 10 631 13 573
Semillon 60 732 62 492 60 402 61 259
Traminer 7 525 6 897 6 682 6 921
Verdelho 11 208 9 865 9 377 9 375

Total 488 602 503 016 510 749 546 074

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 2 210 2 472 2 340 2 332
Doradillo 1 481 2 304 2 045 1 590
Palomino 694 899 804 713
Trebbiano 5 098 4 855 4 277 4 214

Total 9 483 10 530 9 465 8 849

Premium red
Cabernet franc 622 1 135 1 016 1 005
Cabernet sauvignon 163 625 149 179 135 665 126 577
Malbec 733 1 133 1 027 787
Merlot 86 131 78 642 73 593 74 044
Petit verdot 21 375 19 862 18 760 17 837
Pinot noir 12 743 11 473 10 624 11 550
Ruby cabernet 32 485 27 233 21 858 16 453
Shiraz 236 332 233 335 225 531 234 267

Total 554 045 521 991 488 073 482 518

Nonpremium red
Grenache 11 140 10 448 8 427 6 982
Mataro 6 927 9 372 8 531 6 996

Total 18 067 19 820 16 958 13 977

Multipurpose 91 556 91 070 85 229 81 790
Minor varieties 40 114 42 444 41 472 41 115

Total wine grapes
Red 592 170 563 033 525 767 517 053
White  609 698 625 838 626 179 657 270

Total 1 201 867 1 188 871 1 151 946 1 174 323
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37 wine grape production – cool climate regions of 
Australia

 estimated projected

 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

 t t t t
Premium white
Chardonnay 120 488 122 201 129 870 135 392
Chenin blanc 5 396 4 392 4 057 3 877
Colombard 702 1 247 1 343 1 430
Muscadelle 614 678 601 575
Pinot gris 2 636 2 234 2 234 2 476
Riesling 33 583 29 450 30 009 30 695
Sauvignon blanc 31 757 26 304 26 612 27 771
Semillon 39 984 34 277 33 427 32 347
Traminer 2 414 2 242 2 391 2 372
Verdelho 8 250 9 574 9 740 9 621

Total 245 824 232 599 240 285 246 555

Nonpremium white
Crouchen 83 112 90 84
Doradillo 403 473 483 483
Palomino 242 222 196 177
Trebbiano 111 280 286 280

Total 838 1 086 1 055 1 023

Premium red
Cabernet franc 3 540 5 369 5 422 5 007
Cabernet sauvignon 144 399 156 079 157 626 157 584
Malbec 2 592 3 123 3 101 3 111
Merlot 60 029 54 258 55 049 55 420
Petit verdot 3 614 4 727 4 798 4 816
Pinot noir 27 979 29 205 29 494 29 342
Ruby cabernet 1 269 2 143 2 188 2 132
Shiraz 209 408 204 412 209 420 214 041

Total 452 830 459 315 467 099 471 454

Nonpremium red
Grenache 14 400 13 684 13 711 13 684
Mataro 2 824 3 879 4 058 4 095

Total 17 224 17 563 17 770 17 779

Multipurpose 1 968 2 674 2 770 2 724
Minor varieties 16 610 19 270 20 810 21 689

Total wine grapes
Red 478 359 486 513 495 274 500 077
White  256 935 245 995 254 515 261 147

Total 735 294 732 508 749 789 761 224
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